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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at 7:40pm 

Wendover Community Library, High Street, Wendover, HP22 6DU 
 

Committee Membership: Councillors Atwell, Ballantine, Coupland, Gallagher, Mackinlay, O’Donnell, Standen, 
Thornton, Tipper, Walsh, Washington, and Worth 
 
To all Committee Members: 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO ATTEND THE ABOVE-MENTIONED MEETING, WHEN IT IS PROPOSED THAT THE 
BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED SHALL BE AS SET OUT BELOW. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.  
 

AGENDA 
 
1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

To consider any apologies for absence received: 
 

2) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
In accordance with Sections 30(3) and 235(2) of the Localism Act 2011 and the Wendover Parish Council    
Code of Conduct Councillors with declare their interest in relation to this meeting.  
 

3) MINUTES – page 4 
Consideration of approval of minutes of the meeting on 3rd February 2026  
 

4) CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
5) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - A maximum of 3 minutes per speaker will be allowed. 

The Council is committed to community engagement and warmly invites members of the public to 
contribute. Members of the public should note that the Council is only allowed to take decisions on topics 
that are publicised on the agenda; items not on the agenda can be carried forward for a response later. 
Members of the public are asked to respect the fact that this is a meeting to conduct Council business and 
interruptions during the remainder of the meeting are not permitted. 
 

mailto:clerk@wendover-pc.gov.uk
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6) REPORTS FROM BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL COUNCILLORS 
 
7) CLERKS REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE – page 11 
 
8) FINANCE AND PAYMENTS – page 17 

a) To consider the list of payments and sign cheques (these will be sent on the day of the meeting to cover 
as many payments as possible) 

b) To receive the latest I&E reports, Balance Sheet and EMR reports  - pages 18, 23 and 24 
c) To receive the latest Flagstone statement– page 25  

 
9) REPORTS FROM MEETINGS WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 

a) HS2 Mitigation Action Group – page 27 
b) Other Groups 

 
10) REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND MATTERS REFERRED 
 

a) AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
i) To note the draft minutes of the extra ordinary meeting on 19th May 2026 – page 28 
ii) Playpark Refurbishment – to consider the recommendations from Amenities Committee on 
refurbishment to the Hampden Meadow Playpark – page 30 

 
b) FINANCE COMMITTEE 

i) To note the draft minutes of the meeting on 19th May 2026 – page 38 
ii) To approve the amendments to the budget as recommended by the finance committee – page 40 
 

c) PLANNNING COMMITTEE 
To note the draft minutes of the meeting on 19th May 2026 – page 46 
 

11) REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS AND MATTERS REFERRED 
a) Transport Working Group – page 50 

i) To receive an update from the working group 
ii) To support at Transport Working Group request to Bucks Council, for the implementation of the 

School Street scheme which will restrict traffic at key periods on Wharf Road 
 

b) Open spaces working group 
i) To receive an update from the working group 
 

c) Sustainability and Biodiversity Group 
i) To receive an update from the working group 

 
ii) To authorise the coordination of volunteers by the working group for projects to maintain and 

develop biodiversity at the Thames Water disused Wendover sewage treatment works (Aylesbury 
Road) – page 52 
 

iii) To implement a scheme that will see re-usable Wendover coffee cups attracting discounts at 
various retail locations in Wendover. – page 54 

 
iv) To consider changes to street lighting – page 56 
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d) Strategic Planning Steering Group 

i) To receive an update from the working group 
 

e) Engagement Strategy Group 
i) To receive an update from the working group 
 

12) OTHER ITEMS 
 

a) Review of Strategic and finance risk register – page 60 
To consider and review the strategic and finance risk register 

 
b) Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 – page 66 

To inspect and approve the statement of accounts for 2025/26, the annual Governance Statement, all 
statements for the external auditor and to sign the returns. 
i) Exercise of public rights – to note that the announcement of electors’ rights will be made on 5th June 

2025 and that it will commence on Monday 8th June 2025 and close on Friday 17th July 2025  – page 
66 

ii) Annual Internal Audit Report – to inspect the internal audit report and supporting paperwork and 
approve the internal audit report. – page 71 

iii) Annual Governance Statement – to inspect and approve the annual governance statement. – page 
78 

iv) Accounting Statements – to inspect and approve the Accounting Statements for 2025/26 including 
the notes to the boxes and the required reconciliations. – page 79 

 
13) NEXT MEETING AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

The next meeting will be on Tue 7th July. Items for the agenda to the Clerk before Mon 29th June 2026 
 

14) CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 

Signed by Andy Smith  
Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer       Date: 28/05/2026 
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ITEM 7 – CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 
This is a report of actions taken by the office and communications received that are not on the agenda 
 
Not much has come into the office at the moment other than related to the formal business in the meetings.  
 
Back St shops and businesses 
We are exploring if it would be possible to get signage to the Back St shops at key points to help “extend” the 
high street. 
 
 

Action List 
The action list below shows all open and new actions since the first Council meeting of the new Council in 
May 2025 
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ITEM 8 – FINANCE REPORTS 
 
The accounts presented show the state as at end of 26/05/2026 but does include salary costs so represents a 
reasonable picture of where we are at the end of the month with most I&E items included in the year end 
projection. 
 
You will note that the Finance and General income cost centre has been moved to next to our amenities 
income cost centre. This is so future reports have all income together and all expenditure together. There is 
still more work to be done on phased budgets. There is still the old income group showing reflecting the 
movements to the new group. 
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ITEM 9a – WENDOVER HS2 MAG 
 
HS2 Monthly Report, May ’26  
 
Works update 

• The Spring Chamber construction works are progressing well and are still expected to complete in 
July.  The Right of Way between Dobbins Lane and the King’s Farm Shop has remained open 
throughout. 

• The precast concrete shell segments for the section of the Wendover Green Tunnel under the 
Ellesborough Road bridges are now being installed using a low level crane built specifically for the 
task.  Rumours that the bridges would need to be removed are unfounded. 

• The Small Dean Viaduct is now in use to allow Dump Trucks to cross the A413 and the Chiltern Line.  
This means that the green conveyor system is now redundant and there will be night time closures of 
the A413 in early July to allow it to be removed.  

• Installation of large concrete parapet walls at the Rocky Lane bridge which will require full closure of 
the road for two weeks planned in late July/early August. 

• Bowood Lane is currently open for cyclists and walkers using the new bridge over the HS2 route.  
However a two week closure is needed for highways “tie-ins” to allow all traffic to use the bridge.  
This is currently planned for mid July, and HS2 have told us that they will ensure that this does not 
clash with the Rocky Lane closure to maintain a right of way between the A413 and The Lee.  

 
HS2 Programme Reset 

• HS2 have now announced that the Civil Engineering works are expected to be completed on 2029.  
That will be followed by installation of “Railway Systems”, including the track, and overhead catenary 
power system which is expected to take two years.  Testing of the trains with the rest of the railway 
will follow that enabling the first passenger services between Old Oak Common and Birmingham 
Curzon Street passing Wendover to start at some point “between May 2036 and October 2039”.   

• HS2 also announced that the maximum train speed is being reduced from 360 to 320 kph (200 mph) 
in line with some existing European railways.  This will reduce the noise experienced in Wendover 
during the day; but is not expected to change the night time impact as the speed limit had already 
been decreased to 319 kph in the Wendover area.  

• WHS2 has continued to press HS2 for additional noise mitigation to reduce the noise in North 
Wendover with the support of Greg Smith MP; including his request to the Secretary of State in the 
House of Commons seeking revision of HS2’s predictions across Buckinghamshire. 

 
Public queries 

• Eight miscellaneous public enquiries processed this month, including two night time construction 
noise issues now both resolved. 

 
 
 
MJSC 
26th May ‘26 
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ITEM 10 a ii) – PLAYPARK REFURBISHMENT 
 
BROUGHT BY 
 
Amenities Committee 
 
SUMMARY  
 
To consider the quotes for new equipment in Hampden Meadow Playpark. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
The Parish Council have quarterly, and annual inspections carried out at Council owned playparks.  
 
The Council are replacing items each year, in 2025 a new slide was installed in Hampden Meadow Playpark and a 
new multiplay unit was installed in Ashbrook Playpark.  
 

 
 
DETAILS 
 
Details –  
The Estates and Events Manager and Estates Team have suggested that this year the budget for new equipment 
purchases should be focussed on Hampden Meadow Playpark, based on the H&S inspections, the latest inspection 
has been sent to the Council via email to see the current faults.  
 
The Committee are being asked to consider 2 quotes to recommend to Council, the Estates and Event Manager 
contacted 2 further companies, one didn’t respond and the other company couldn’t get anyone out to a meeting in 
time to quote.  
 
 
 

a) Hampden Meadow Playpark New Equipment 
A26.011 The committee noted that both options did not seem exciting to them, but they were not the 

target audience. Further, it may be more efficient to look to a bigger refurbishment next year 
and just remove faulty equipment.  

A26.012 A proposal to amend the motion so that this years’ budget of £30k was to be moved to an EMR 
and that we look to a £60k refurb of the park in the next financial year was considered and the 
amendment was RESOLVED to be accepted. 

A26.013 It was also felt that we should engage the local infant school and perhaps nurseries in the design 
and that this should be led by the open space working group. It was RESOLVED to include this 
engagement into the motion.  

A26.014 The proposal as amended was RESOLVED to be recommended to full Council as the amount was 
over £5k 
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Quote proposal  
You are requested to bring a proposal to the Parish Council that will replace and renew the equipment in our 
Hampden Meadow play park. The following items will need replacement but we are looking at an entire park 
refresh. 

• Inclusive Roundabout, this item is hard tor turn, likely to be bearing issues, residents have commented that 
it is hard to turn/heavy.  

• Spin Post, on our latest inspection, it was noted that there is insufficient ground clearance, at 30mm, and 
should be at least 60mm, it is also dropping overtime.  

• See Saw, seats are cracked, inner mechanism exposed and accessible, head and torso entrapment in 
handles, doesn’t meet current standards. 

 
It was noted that the 3 swings (flat bed, cradle and nest) meet H&S standard and do not need removing or replacing.  
 
Companies were informed that the budget was £30k to implement their vision for the playpark refresh. Companies 
were asked to quote for other new equipment that would fit within the footprint of the playpark and the potential 
budget. 

Summary of the responses 
The full proposal and quote documents from both companies that responded have been sent to Council via email, 
it is worth nothing that the document from company 1 is a lot larger, this document is not usually produced unless 
the project went to tender, our tender limit is £60,000 therefore this work did not go out to tender, and was done 
on a best value 3 quotes basis.  
 
 
Company 1 (quote) –  
The design from company 1 can be found in appendix A.  

1. Inclusive roundabout  
2. 4-seater “falling star springer” 
3. Four seat spring see saw 
4. 1 person ground level trampoline 
5. 1 x communication panel 

 
For the 5 pieces of equipment listed above and associated costs such as the installation costs, safety surface, 
groundworks & landscaping and miscellaneous costs the total for this quote is: 
 
£29,696.43 ex VAT (including a discount of £1,218.93) 
 
Company 1 additional information –  
Company 1 have quoted to relocate the gate nearest to the inclusive roundabout, see details from the company 
below: 
The current standards around inclusive roundabouts have changed compared to older installations, meaning a larger 
safety area is now required. To accommodate this correctly, we have relocated the entrance gate and introduced a 
leading pathway to the item, ensuring the area remains fully accessible and compliant with current standards. 
 
Company 2 (quote) –  
The design from company 2 can be found in appendix B.  
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1. Squirrel springer 
2. 4-seater flower see saw 
3. Wheelchair roundabout  
4. Triple agility stepping balance beam 
5. Maze battle play panel  
6. Sensory hexagons play panel  
7. 3 x mushroom seats 
8. Pull up bars 

 
For the 8 pieces of equipment listed above and associated costs such as the installation costs, safety surface, 
groundworks & landscaping and miscellaneous costs the total for this quote is: 
 
£27,963.00 ex VAT (including a discount of £2,013.70) 
 
Company 2 additional information –  
Current Manufacturing Lead Time 8-10 weeks. 
Re their wheelchair roundabout, they have not quoted to relocate the gate, see below: 
Extra pathway isn’t necessary as there is already another gate access from the park plus the main entrance gate on 
Chapel Lane, so accessibility is as required. Our inclusive roundabout and surfacing will comply with the standards 
that it was tested to. 
 
Additional information – 
Both companies have quoted to supply and install new wetpour (safety surface).  
 
Office and Estates Team suggestion –  
The office would suggest that the committee recommend that Full Council accept the quote from company 2, this is 
a company that the Council have worked with before, they are very local and have been quick to respond on site to 
any problems or queries in the past. As well as this, there are more items quotes, and these items look more 
appropriate for the ages of children we see at Hampden Meadow Playpark, and aesthetically they look more fun.  
The office would also highlight that the H&S inspector for the Council has never advised any need to relocate the 
gate due to the accessible roundabout.  
 
Additional works with a larger budget 
After the Amenities meeting the office investigated the impact of doubling the budget and what that step change 
would achieve. The guidance from both companies was that the next step would be significant groundworks so that 
the entire surface was safety surfacing and that would free up more options for future equipment as it would not 
have to fit onto the existing footprints of the current equipment. This would not include the additional equipment 
other than those in the current proposals 
 
The approximate cost of the immediate repairs and removals would be c£2500 - £3000 and would leave the swings, 
the slide unit and a see saw left in the park. 
 
This does not include any necessary works that we need to undertake on the spinning “witches hat” outside the 
footprint of the park.  
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Feedback from residents –  
The Estates Team have received feedback about Hampden playpark from residents over the last year, such as: 

• Theres not a lot of equipment, equipment taken out and not replaced.  
• Equipment old and doesn’t work well anymore. 
• Run down, not fun.  

 
Office and Estates Team suggestion updated –  
Due to the size and layout of the park and surrounding features, such as the path and brick shelter there is a limit to 
what can be done to transform the playpark. Spending an extra £30k would on top of the proposed designs in the 
paper would be spent on groundworks and fencing and would not add a lot of play value for the children.  
 
However, after a conversation with company 2 the Estates Team would suggest the Council consider doing a 2 
phased approach and accept the quote from company 2 and get these works completed this year so there is an 
improvement in the park. And then in 27/28 the 30k can also be spent at Hampden playpark, company 2 have been 
looking at designs, and they would add a trampoline next to the roundabout and a multiplay unit in front of the 
witches hat and climber (that are already there), they would then fence these pieces of equipment off (behind the  
to incorporate these into the main park.  
 
The Council should consider accepting the 2 phased approach, spending £30k in both 26/27 & 27/28 in Hampden 
Meadow, with the open spaces working group engaging with schools and nurseries, taking the 2 designs in this paper 
and bringing together the feedback to be considered in July Full Council.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

• The total amount before you must go out to tender is £60,000 
• In budget line 4435 Play Equipment, there is £30,000 budgeted for 26/27 (reworked budget to be approved 

at Finance Committee). 
• It is suggested by the Estates Team that due to the age and condition (H&S standards) of the equipment in 

Hampden Meadow Playpark in comparison to Ashbrook Playpark that the budget should be focussed on 
Hampden Meadow Playpark for the 26/27. As for under £30,000 we could up to 8 new pieces of equipment, 
which would make it feel like a new park for considerably less money, and would ultimately reduce the 
amount of money needed to repair the play equipment.  

• From 27/28 the budget for new equipment would be focussed on Ashbrook Playpark.  
• It is suggested to spend 30k in the 26/27 financial year and then 30k in 27/28, so there are major 

improvements made.  
 
LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 

• Risk of reputational damage, if items had to be removed and weren’t replaced in a prompt timescale.  
• Risk associated with new equipment lifespan – equipment and safety surfaces are under warranty; the 

Council also unfortunately can’t predict incorrect usage and vandalism.  
 
PROPOSAL  
 

To resolve to: 
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• Accept the 2 phased approach for Hampden Meadow playpark.  
• Bring the proposal back to July Full Council to consider feedback on the designs that the Open Spaces 

Working Group gather.  
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Appendix A – Company 1 design/proposal 
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Appendix B – Company 2 design/proposal 
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ITEM 10b ii) – 2026/27 BUDGET REVIEW 
 
BROUGHT BY 
 
Finance Committee  
 
SUMMARY  
 
To review the budgets in the light of new expenditure commitments 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
n/a 
 
DETAILS 
 

Introduction 
Since creating and setting the budget in Dec we have become aware of multiple changes to that budget, it makes 
sense to undertake a full review in light of those changes. Changes to the budget are shown in the far right 
column and an explanation is made to the right of that column. The values are coloured to show positive and 
negative changes. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

• As set out in the appendix 
 
LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 

• Risk of reputational damage, if we are not able to follow a budget 
• Depletion of reserves 

 
PROPOSAL  
 

To resolve to: 
• Amend the budgets as set out in the paper 
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ITEM 11a ii) SCHOOL STREET 
 
BROUGHT BY  
 
Transport Working Group 
 
SUMMARY  
 
To support at Transport Working Group request to Bucks Council, supporting the implementation of the School 
Street scheme which will restrict traffic at key periods on Wharf Road 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
Road traffic survey implemented by Transport Working Group 
 
Grant issued for bollards and banners 
 
BACKGROUND 
A request to implement a School Street scheme on Wharf Road/Manor Road was raised at the last Schools 
Campus meeting (6th May 2026). This has been discussed with one of our Buckinghamshire Council ward 
representatives who, in turn, has requested a member of Bucks Council’s Cabinet to investigate the possibility of 
running a pilot School Street scheme in Wendover.  
 
A school street is a temporary restriction on motorised traffic near schools during drop-off and pick-up times. 
This is a way of making schools safer to access as well as encouraging forms of active travel with parents and 
pupils. It prevents dangerous and inconsiderate parking and reduces congestion around the school.  
 
School Streets Initiative - All the information you need 
 

• Although School Streets are part of the Active Travel scheme offered by the government, local permission 
from Bucks Council is required. 

• There are now over 1000 active “School Streets” in England, with 510 in London. There are no School 
Streets in Buckinghamshire at present.  

• Bucks Council Highways will require evidence of support for this scheme from WPC, the Schools, the local 
residents and Bucks Community East.  

 
WPC has recognised the dangerous traffic conditions around the Wharf Road Schools Campus and has actively 
supported the schools alongside Bucks Community with the road traffic survey and parents survey in 2023. During 
that survey period, over 900 cars were registered travelling to and from the schools at peak times.  
 
The traffic continues to cause safety issues for pupils every school day, with dangerous parking, reckless driving 
and cars travelling along the pavements to get past other cars. 
 
WPC continues to support the School Active Travel days including the ones planned in 2026 (week of 29th June). 
Although most parents and pupils take part with enthusiasm, the schools also receive some abuse from parents 
who continue to drive into the school campus to drop off their children.  
 
The schools request for a grant to install bollards around the campus entrance in order to prevent dangerous 
parking was approved by Council. The evidence from the survey and on the ground during active travel days show 

https://schoolstreets.org.uk/
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that, despite the risks set out in the paper later, something needs to be done to prevent a serious accident and/or 
injury occurring. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
None at present 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISKS 
 
This will need the support of Bucks Council, who can refuse to run a pilot School Streets scheme. 
Some parents will not be happy with the pick up and drop off arrangements under the scheme 
The scheme may push the problem to elsewhere in Wendover 
 
PROPOSAL  
 
To resolve to:  

• Support the Schools Campus Transport Working Group request to Bucks Council for a pilot School Streets 
scheme on Wharf Road.  

• When evidence is required, send a letter to the relevant teams in Bucks Highways to confirm WPC 
support.  
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ITEM 11c ii) SUSTAINABILITY AND BIODIVERSITY GROUP 
 
BROUGHT BY  
 
Sustainability Working Group 
 
SUMMARY  
 
This proposal is to assign a member of WPC to coordinate the volunteer stakeholders by organising a call once a 
quarter with Thames Water. This is with the aim for the eventual management of the disused sewage treatment 
works site in the long term   

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
Whilst there have been questions and discussion about the site nothing formal has been decided by Council 
 
DETAILS 
 
About the site 
The site is on the Aylesbury Road opposite Halton Lane and Worlds End Lane and is approximately four hectares.  

Thames Water has confirmed that they will be using this site as one of their biodiversity areas and the work that 
they have started to make the site safe and add various plants and trees will take approximately 2-3 years. They 
will be looking to lease the land to a local group to manage the site on their behalf once their initial 
transformation has been completed. They will provide all the relevant onsite equipment and storage facilities.  
 

 
The first site visit to Thames Water Disused Wendover Sewage treatment Works (Aylesbury Road) was held on 
17/03/26.. This visit was organised by the Biodiversity Field Officer at Thames Water. 
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Site Visit Summary 
 
• Thames Water has developed a rough plan for improving biodiversity and nature restoration on the site but 

implementation will depend on what is actually found on closer inspection. 

• The intention is to develop a mosaic of flora with open areas to encourage biodiversity.  The chalk stream 
running along the east of the site needs to be opened up to let in sunlight.  At the same time the stream 
needs a faster flow to naturally remove silt.  This can be achieved by encouraging meandering with dispersed 
dead tree dams etc. 

• Some earth moving equipment will be needed on site, but it is not yet clear how much of the hard 
infrastructure needs to be fragmented and what might make good habitats. For example, a crumbling settling 
tank may be a good water container although it would not be a permanent pond as it leaks and would dry out 
in summer. 

• It was agreed that the site could make a good nature reserve if all the various stakeholders can be co-
ordinated.  Agreement will have to be made about the level of access that is desirable e.g. dog walkers v bird 
watchers etc.  

• It could eventually make a good site for keeping bees and mentioned that other Thames Water sites have 
been used as allotments or for growing food.  However, this site has some low-level contamination by lead 
(from vehicle’s fuel) and copper which would impact what might be grown. 

• Thames Water would eventually open vehicle access from the main Aylesbury Road and provide parking for a 
small number of vehicles. 

• The visit was extremely fruitful and demonstrated that Thames Water is keen to make a success of this 
project and that there are a number of organisations (Thames Water, Wendover PC, CLAW, Chiltern Society, 
Chiltern Rangers, BBOWT, Wendover Society, Bucks Council, Forestry England, Bucks Bees, Wendover News 
etc etc) that can benefit from engaging with this project. 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
No financial costs at the moment 
Any staff time and input would have to be factored into any projects on site that require our support 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISKS 
 
There may be a reputational risk from aligning with Thames Water given current issues, but this is very much 
about the land benefitting the community 
 
PROPOSAL  
 
To resolve to:  

• Authorise the Sustainability and Diversity Group to work with Thames to implement this project as set out 
• Assign a member of WPC to arrange quarterly calls with Thames Water for updates on the status of the 

site 
• Engage with local stakeholders to work on the project 
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ITEM 11c iii) – RE-USABLE COFFEE CUPS 
 
BROUGHT BY  
 
Sustainability Working Group 
 
SUMMARY  
 
To implement a scheme that will see re-usable Wendover coffee cups attracting discounts at various retail 
locations in Wendover. 
 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
None  
 
 
DETAILS 
 

Project outline 
Two leading coffee shops in Wendover have been considering how to move from takeaway coffee cups to re-
usable coffee cups for some time. The owners, in their view, see this as a start to changing the mindset of their 
customers and associate this with how most people today take their own bags for shopping after the 
introduction of a charge for plastic bags.  
 
In order to support our High Street businesses and with the aim to reduce the amount of takeaway coffee cups 
thrown into our rubbish bins every day, the proposal is to purchase an initial 100 reusable coffee cups which 
will be produced with the Wendover logo and offer 50 each to the two interested coffee shops. The two coffee 
shop owners have already met independently to discuss their business model and how they will limit the 
number of reusable coffee mugs to one per customer.  
 
Should other coffee shops express an interest in participating in this small campaign, a further paper will be 
sent to Council.   
 
Disposable cups 
It is estimated that about 2.5bn disposable coffee cups are used in the UK each year. Most of these cups end up 
in landfill, as the majority of poly-coated paper cups are not recyclable. This creates about 25,000 tonnes of 
waste each year.  
 
The promotion of reusable cups can help to reduce the volume and weight of waste being sent to landfill. 
However, it may be difficult to persuade consumers to change their behaviour with regard to their daily coffee 
or tea.  Our coffee shop owners in Wendover are aware of this. Disposable cups are very convenient, and there 
are multiple other barriers to the uptake of reusable coffee cups.  

Cardiff University, University of South Wales, University of Winchester and Imperial College worked together to 
conduct a field experiment to explore how the use of reusable coffee cups could be encouraged through easily 
implementable measures.  Four of the twelve sites introduced a financial incentive to encourage the use of 
reusable cups: three sites provided a discount of between 15-25 pence for customers using a reusable cup; and 
one site introduced a 25 pence charge on disposable coffee cup. The study showed that the site that 
introduced a 25p charge on a disposable coffee cup showed a larger uptake on using the reusable coffee cup.  
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The research showed that simply offering reusable alternatives increases their use, but implementing a "latte 
levy" (a small charge for single-use cups) is even more effective at changing consumer habits.  

In Wendover, the two pilot coffee shops have decided to use the “latte levy” as their business model.  

The 100 x reusable coffee cups need to be researched in more details with the two owners as they need to fit 
the coffee machines that they are using.  Both owners liked the idea of using the Wendover logo (see below).  

Example of the reusable, recycled coffee cup being considered. This particular cup comes in many different 
colours but green could go well with the Wendover logo.  

       

The estimated costs per 100 is £286.00. Please note that this cost is not currently budgeted but will be funded 
by the Climate Action EMR. For this trial it is envisaged that we would need 200 cups 

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
A budget of up to £750 would be required for 200 cups, £450 for 100 cups 
Cups and Advertising  
The Climate Action EMR would fund this pilot initiative.  
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISKS 
 
The two coffee shop owners are taking on the financial risk and we are providing up front promotional 
materials and costs. 
 
PROPOSAL  
 
To resolve to:  

• Authorise the working group to implement the scheme and try to engage with all coffee shops  
• Approve the costs of up to £750 in purchase cups and promotional materials 
• Undertake the initial implementation with 2 coffee shops and look to roll out more who come on 

board, collecting feedback from the pilot group to share with Council 

 



 Wendover Parish Council Tuesday 2nd June 2026 – Item 11c iv) 

PARISH COUNCIL PACK PAGE 56  Click Here to return to agenda 
 

ITEM 11c iv) – CHANGES TO NIGHT-TIME STREET LIGHTING IN WENDOVER 
 
BROUGHT BY  
 
Sustainability Working Group 
 
SUMMARY  
 
To consider changes to night time lighting, looking at two different models of operation 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
This has been reviewed by Council over multiple years and a group of local Parish Councils also looked into 
working together to implement. 
Below are the key recent decisions  

PC25/176 c) Sustainability and 
Biodiversity Group 

PC25/176         ii) Consultation on 
street lights – It was noted that the 
questions offer similar options. There 
is a lot of care in how the questions 
are put to the community. Cllr 
Thornton volunteered to help on the 
wording of the questions. It was noted 
that the consultation will have links to 
evidence. 

PC25/261 c)       Sustainability and 
Biodiversity Group 

PC25/261        ii) Streetlight tender – It 
was RESOLVED to Approve the tender 
document and process. Authorise the 
office to implement the tender 
process.  

PC25/355 c)       Sustainability and 
Biodiversity Group 

PC25/355             i) The update was 
noted. It was noted that there were a 
lot of responses to the streetlight 
consultation, which would be 
discussed when the data is analysed. 

PC25/406 a)      Streetlight Tender 

PC25/406        It was RESOLVED to 
authorise the office to seek further 
clarifications to the tender response 
before making a recommendation. 

PC25/486 
iii)                 Change of 
streetlighting electrical 
supplier 

PC25/486        It was noted that in the 
current market it had been difficult to 
get any company to quote to supply 
our street lighting as a Half Hourly 
Metered Supply. It was RESOLVED to 
award the supply contract to SSE and 
fix for 3 years. 

 
• Finance Committee on 19th May 2026 took a decision to phase streetlight maintenance over 2 years in 

order to manage budget constraints.  
 

• July 2025 WPC consultation approved with 2 options agreed  
A: to switch off alternate lights. Each light will be risk assessed for safety before turning off 
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B: to implement PNL from midnight to 05.00am.  
 
The decision of the council was to remove the 3rd option. There was no mention of a “Do Nothing” option at the 
council meeting. This had been covered previously in face to face consultations/display boards at the Local 
Produce Market and the Annual Parish Meeting in April 2025 
 
DETAILS 
 

Background 
The consultation for streetlights was completed on 30th September 2025. There were around 300 Responses 
from the tender and the results were split between 55% of respondents selecting Option A (switching off 
alternate lights) and 45% of respondents selecting Option B (PNL lighting). There were also 30 additional 
respondents requesting “No Change”.  
 
There followed a decision to request a tender for the streetlights maintenance contract which would include the 
costs of changing lights to PNL by adding a timer to the relevant lights and the costs of switching off alternate 
lights. The tender also included Halton Parish Council.  
 
The streetlights maintenance contract was awarded in April 2026 and started on 6th May 2026. Unfortunately, 
since then the geopolitical situation has hit our electricity contract  
 
The roll out will coincide with the safety inspection of the lights that have not been checked since 2021. This 
follows the decision at the Finance Committee meeting to phase the safety inspections over two years and to 
start with the most overdue inspections first.  
 
It is recommended that two maintenance projects – safety inspection and change of lighting status – is managed 
at the same time by the contractor in order to save costs.   
 
Letters will be delivered to the residents on each relevant street to inform them of the changes taking place and 
to give them contact details to report any issues.  Thames Valley Police will also be informed before the changes 
take place.  

 
About streetlight switch off 

Over half of councils in England have introduced Partial Night-time Lighting (PNL) with some saving over £5m a 
year on electricity costs.  

PNL is now proven to save energy costs, reduce carbon emissions, restore the natural behaviour of nocturnal 
pollinators and wildlife and reduce the adverse effects of light pollution on human health. 

All of this with no resultant increase in car collisions or crime.  

Part night lights arguably have lower human impact as they are all on at times when most external activity 
occurs.  

The costs and savings for each option are outlined below covering the 3 years of the current electricity contract.  
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Costs and returns 
Annual cost 

 
 
This shows that PNL has an initial high cost £24k and then reduces the ongoing costs. The graph is based on the 
current electricity costs (which are fixed until year 3 and may change afterwards). Alternate lights will have a 
phased impact as we will be spreading the turn off over 2 financial years. 
 
Cumulative cost 

 
 
As you can see from this graph it will take just over 6 years to make the Part Night Lighting option cost neutral 
after a high up front cost. In year 7 we will start to see genuine savings over and above leaving the lights on all 
of the time. Again, this is predicated on the electricity costs remaining about the same level within the period 
shown on the graph. 
 

Implementation Considerations 
Whichever option is chosen it should be reviewed over a reasonable period to ensure that the impacts are in 
line with predictions. It may be that with alternate lighting we need to switch some lights back on and some off 
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to get better coverage at critical points. Implementation will be led by guidance from the contractor on safety 
issues and implementation plans. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The tables above show the financial implications  
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISKS 
 
In accordance with the Highways Act 1980, there is no statutory requirement for local authorities to provide 
public lighting. Once provided, however, the local authority has a legal obligation to maintain them for health 
and safety purposes. 
 
The potential risk of an increase in crime and traffic incidents was originally seen as the major issues to 
implementing Partial Night Lighting.  
 
Today, over half of English Councils have switched off lights overnight and detailed research has taken place 
from 2003 to 2024 investigating the levels of crime in each area and car collisions.  
 
Evidence* from studies by assessing 14 years of data from 62 local authorities in England and Wales, suggests 
that removing or reducing residential streetlight lighting at night saves energy costs and reduces carbon 
emissions. It also found that there was no resultant increase in car collisions or crime.  
 
Detailed discussions with community police partners have confirmed that additional coverage will be in place at 
the start of the nighttime switch off during the winter months with regular consultations every two weeks in 
Wendover in order to manage risk and reassure residents with safety concerns.  
 
PROPOSAL  
 
To resolve to:  

• Proceed with the Changes to Night-Time Street Lighting in line with the process set out in the paper 
• Approve the costs of £200.00 in order to cover the costs of letters to residents for the roads where the 

changes are due to take place 
• To authorise the Sustainability and Biodiversity group to monitor the implementation for 12 months and 

report back to Council on a regular basis. 
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ITEM 12a – REVIEW OF STRATEGIC AND FINANCE RISK REGISTER 
 
BROUGHT BY 
 
Clerk 
 
SUMMARY  
 
To review and consider approval of the strategic and financial risks. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
n/a 
 
DETAILS 

 
Strategic and financial risks 
 
The Council currently has a finance and governance risk register that is reviewed annually. Operational risks (such 
as working at heights, fire COSHH etc) are individually assessed and held within a different worksheet and 
reviewed annually by the relevant member of staff. All risks are reviewed annually by Supportis, our external HR 
and Health and Safety specialist company.  
 
The Strategic, Governance and Financial risks are ranked by identifying the Hazard then ranking the likelihood of 
the hazard happening and the severity if it did happen. It then identifies how the Council controls that risk and the 
residual risk identifies the level of risk to Council if these controls are in place.  
 
The format of the risk assessment matches previous formats and is in line with best practice. 
 
Operational risks use a slightly different assessment provided by the external company but follow the same 
principles. 
 
There has been one change to the register to recognise the impacts that the volatile market conditions in the 
current geopolitical climate. This will mainly be in the form of cost through inflation and supply issues. 
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
n/a 
 
LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council should regularly review the strategic and financial risks. 
 
PROPOSAL  
 
To approve the risk register and continue the current mitigations   
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ITEM 12b – ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 
 
 
BROUGHT BY 
 
Office  
 
SUMMARY  
 
To review the Annual Governance and Accountability Return statements and supporting information 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
n/a 
 
DETAILS 
 

i) ELECTORS RIGHTS 
WHAT SMALLER AUTHORITIES NEED TO DO TO ADVERTISE THE PERIOD DURING WHICH ELECTORS AND 
INTERESTED PERSONS MAY EXERCISE RIGHTS RELATING TO THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 require that: 
 
1) The accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, 

vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by 
any person interested, during a period of 30 working days set by the smaller authority and including the first 
10 working days of July. 

2) The period referred to in paragraph (1) starts with the day on which the period for the exercise of public 
rights is treated as having been commenced i.e. the day following the day on which all of the obligations in 
paragraph (3) below have been fulfilled. 

3) The responsible financial officer for a relevant authority must, on behalf of that authority, publish (which 
must include publication on the authority’s website): 

a) the Accounting Statements (i.e. Section 2 of either Form 2 or 3, whichever is relevant, of the Annual 
Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR)), accompanied by: 

i) a declaration, signed by that officer to the effect that the status of the Accounting Statements are 
unaudited and that the Accounting Statements as published may be subject to change;  

ii) the Annual Governance Statement (i.e. Section 1 of either Form 2 or Form 3, whichever is relevant, 
of the AGAR); and 

b) a statement that sets out— 

i) the period for the exercise of public rights; 

ii) details of the manner in which notice should be given of an intention to inspect the accounting 
records and other documents; 

iii) the name and address of the local auditor; 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/234/contents/made
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iv) the provisions contained in section 26 (inspection of documents etc.) and section 27 (right to make 
objections at audit) of the Act, as they have effect in relation to the authority in question;   

 
HOW DO YOU DO IT? 
 
1) You will meet statutory requirements if you fully and accurately complete the notice of public rights pro 

forma in this document, and publish (including publication on the smaller authority’s website) the 
following documents, the day before the public rights period commences: 

a) the approved Sections 1 and 2 of either Form 2 or 3, whichever is relevant to your smaller authority, of 
the AGAR; and 

b) the completed Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. Please note that we have pre-completed it with the following suggested dates: 
Wednesday 3 June – Tuesday 14 July 2026. (The latest possible dates that comply with the statutory 
requirements are Wednesday 1 July – Tuesday 11 August 2026); and  

c) the notes which accompany the Notice (Local authority accounts: a summary of your rights). 

Where the authority has answered ‘No’ to any assertions on Section 1, as stated on the face of Section 1 of the 
AGAR, a sufficiently detailed explanation of the reasons must be published with the AGAR on the authority’s 
website.  
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WENDOVER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED 
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE NOTES 
 
 
1. Date of announcement_5th June 2026_________________________________(a) 

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
(AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ 
Audit Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited AGAR has been published with this notice. As it 
has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that 
review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records 
for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, 
vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records must be made 
available for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March 2026, 
these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b)  Andy Smith – Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer 
The Clock Tower, High Street, Wendover HP22 6DU 
Clerk@wendover-pc.gov.uk 
 
commencing on (c) __Monday 6th June 2026 _______________________  

 
and ending on (d) ___Friday 17th July 2026 ________________________  
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; 
and 

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the 
appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to the court 
for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice of an objection 
must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this 
purpose between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the 
provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice 2024.  The appointed auditor is: 

 
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team) 
30 Churchill Place 
London E14 5RE 
(sba@pkf-l.com) 
 

5. This announcement is made by (e) ANDY SMITH – Clerk and Responsible Finance 
Officer 

 
 
(a) Insert date of placing of the notice which 
must be not less than 1 day before the date 
in (c) below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) Insert name, position and 
address/telephone number/ email address, 
as appropriate, of the Clerk or other person 
to which any person may apply to inspect 
the accounts 

 
(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1 day 
after the date of announcement in (a) above 
and exactly 30 working days before the date 
appointed in (d) below 

 
(d) The inspection period between (c) and 
(d) must be 30 working days inclusive and 
must include the first 10 working days of 
July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) Insert name and position of person 
placing the notice – this person must be the 
responsible financial officer for the smaller 
authority 

 
  

mailto:sba@pkf-l.com


 Wendover Parish Council Tuesday 2nd June 2026– Item 12b 
 

PARISH COUNCIL PACK PAGE 69  Click Here to return to agenda 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 
 

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local councils, internal drainage 
boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller authorities. This 
summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act and the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller authorities, other organisations and the public 
concerning the accounts being audited.  
As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting records of smaller 
authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related documents. If you are a local 
government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also ask questions about the accounts and object to 
them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller 
authority form part of its running costs. Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights 
through their council tax. 
The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local electors. You can 
inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, 
vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. 
Your inspection must be about the accounts, or relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy 
documents unrelated to the accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) – (10) of the Act explains what is 
meant by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial confidentiality. This is 
information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to the public and there is not, set against 
this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should nevertheless be disclosed.  
 
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, they must publish 
them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the ‘period for the exercise of public rights’, 
during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the 
public, including advertising this on their website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to 
inspect. By arrangement you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may 
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection during which all 
smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July 2026 for 2025/26 accounts. The 
advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights, how you can communicate to the 
smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting records and related documents, the name and address of the 
auditor, and the relevant legislation that governs the inspection of accounts and objections.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the details. If you are a local 
elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. However, while the auditor will answer your 
questions where possible, they are not always obliged to do so. For example, the question might be better answered by 
another organisation, require investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by 
the local taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records that you 
are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external auditor about the 
accounting records.  
The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for the exercise of public 
rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The advertisement or notice that tells you the 
accounting records are available to inspect will also give the period for the exercise of public rights during which you may 
ask the auditor questions, which here means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent 
you when asking the external auditor questions.  
Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know what they contain. 
Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the end of the period for the exercise of 
public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these 
are not questions under the Act.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/234/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/234/contents/made
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You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial year being audited. 
However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, 
not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else 
unless it is directly relevant to an item in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about 
facts, not opinions. To avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.  
The right to make objections at audit 
 
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you may wish to object 
to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there are matters of wider concern arising 
from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for 
a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must 
tell the external auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why 
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor with the evidence 
you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not make it unlawful. To object to the 
accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to make an objection, including the information and 
evidence below and you must send a copy to the smaller authority. The notice must include: 
 

• confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area; 
• why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
• details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and 
• details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest report. 

 
Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor to act within the 
powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  
 
A final word 
 
You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller authority.  You should 
take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so 
local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections.  In deciding whether to take your objection 
forward, one of a series of factors the auditor must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only 
continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they 
think that it is frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against an 
auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you will have to pay for 
the action yourself. 
 

For more detailed guidance on public rights and 
the special powers of auditors, copies of the 
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to 
your rights are available from the NAO website. 

 
If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed 
external auditor please write to the address in 
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 
 

 
  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/2/contents
https://www.pkf-l.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Council-accounts-a-guide-to-your-rights.pdf
https://www.pkf-l.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Council-accounts-a-guide-to-your-rights.pdf
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ii) INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 
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iii) ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 
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iv) ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 
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ASSETS REPORTING ON AGAR  
    
 REPORTING     
  Assets  Streetlights TOTAL 

2021/2022     
   
3,335,446.00  

2022/2023     
   
3,334,100.00  

2023/2024     
   
3,348,871.00  

2024/2025     
   
3,335,140.00  

2025/2026 
   
1,248,770.04  

   
2,296,000.00  

   
3,544,770.04  

Assets from 2025/26 have been split to separate out the streetlights 
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
n/a 
 
LEGAL AND RISKS 
 
n/a 
 
PROPOSAL  
 
• To inspect and approve the statement of accounts for 2025/26, the annual Governance Statement, and all 

statements for the external auditor and to sign the returns. 
• Exercise of public rights – to agree that the announcement of electors’ rights will be made on 5th June 

2026 and that it will commence on Monday 8th June 2026 and close on Friday 17th July 2026  
• Annual Internal Audit Report – to inspect the internal audit report and supporting paperwork and 

approve the internal audit report.  
• Annual Governance Statement – to inspect and approve each line of the annual governance statement. 
• Accounting Statements – to inspect and approve the Accounting Statements for 2025/26 including the 

variances and reconciliations.  
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