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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7:40pm 

Wendover Community Library, High Street, Wendover, HP22 6DU 
 

Committee Membership: Councillors Atwell, Ballantine, Coupland, Gallagher, Mackinlay, O’Donnell, Standen, 

Thornton, Tipper, Walsh, Washington, and Worth 

 

To all Committee Members: 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO ATTEND THE ABOVE-MENTIONED MEETING, WHEN IT IS PROPOSED THAT THE 

BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED SHALL BE AS SET OUT BELOW. 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.  

 

AGENDA 

 

1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

To consider any apologies for absence received: 

 

2) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Sections 30(3) and 235(2) of the Localism Act 2011 and the Wendover Parish Council    

Code of Conduct Councillors with declare their interest in relation to this meeting.  

 

3) MINUTES – page 4 

Consideration of approval of minutes of the meeting on 3rd February 2026  

 

4) CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

5) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - A maximum of 3 minutes per speaker will be allowed. 

The Council is committed to community engagement and warmly invites members of the public to 

contribute. Members of the public should note that the Council is only allowed to take decisions on topics 

that are publicised on the agenda; items not on the agenda can be carried forward for a response later. 

Members of the public are asked to respect the fact that this is a meeting to conduct Council business and 

interruptions during the remainder of the meeting are not permitted. 

 

mailto:clerk@wendover-pc.gov.uk
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6) REPORTS FROM BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL COUNCILLORS 

 

7) CLERKS REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE – page 9 

 
8) FINANCE AND PAYMENTS – page 13 

a) To consider the list of payments and sign cheques (these will be sent on the day of the meeting to cover 

as many payments as possible) 

b) To receive the latest I&E reports, Balance Sheet and EMR reports  - pages 14, 19 and 20 

c) To receive the latest Flagstone statement– page 21  

d) To receive an end of year projection based on the current income and expenditure – page 22 

 

9) REPORTS FROM MEETINGS WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 

a) HS2 Mitigation Action Group – page 28 

b) Wendover Youth Centre – page 29 

c) Other Groups 

 

10) REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND MATTERS REFERRED 

 

a) FINANCE COMMITTEE 

i) To note the draft minutes of the meeting on 17th February 2026 – page 30 

ii) To approve the year end EMR and general reserve movements recommended by Finance 

Committee – page 33 

iii) Local Government Pension Scheme update – page 35 

iv) Approval of Standing Grants recommended by Finance Committee – page 38 

 

b) PLANNING COMMITTEE 

i) To note the draft minutes of the meeting on 17th February 2026 – page 48 

 

11) REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS AND MATTERS REFERRED 

a) Transport Working Group 

i) To receive an update from the working group – page 50 

 

b) Open spaces working group 

i) To receive an update from the working group 

 

c) Sustainability and Biodiversity Group 

i) To receive an update from the working group – page 51 

 

d) Strategic Planning Steering Group 

i) To receive an update from the working group 

 

e) Community Emergency Response Group 

i) To receive an update from the working group 
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12) OTHER ITEMS 

a) Response to Bucks Local Plan Sites Survey – page 52 

To note the Local Plan sites survey currently being undertaken by Buckinghamshire Council. To consider 

the response from Wendover Parish Council and the proposed timing for further public engagement. 

 

b)  Proposal for Development of Wendover Link – page 64 

To review the Proposal for Development of Wendover Link, developed from the HS2 Public Meeting held 

in November 2025, and consider supporting the paper and continued development of proposals for the 

land in line with community priorities.  

 

13) NEXT MEETING AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

The next meeting will be on Tue 7th April with items for the agenda to the Clerk before Thurs 26th March (due 

to Easter bank holiday dates). 

 

14) CLOSURE OF MEETING 

 

Signed by Andy Smith  
Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer       Date: 26/02/2026 
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ITEM 7 – CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Action List 
The action list below shows all open and new actions since the first Council meeting of the new Council in 

May 2025 
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ITEM 8 – FINANCE REPORTS 
 

The accounts presented show the state as at end of 24/02/2025 but does include salary costs so represents a 

reasonable picture of where we are at the end of month 10. 

 

The year end projection (8d) shows our general reserve if Council adopts the movements recommended by 

finance 
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ITEM 8d – YEAR END I&E PROJECTIONS
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ITEM 9a – WENDOVER HS2 MAG 
 

HS2 Monthly Report, February ’26  
 

Works update 
• HS2 are holding a drop-in event at Wendover Library on 5th March from 2-5pm to discuss the Spring 

Chamber construction plans.  Works are expected to start in April and take up to 12 weeks, with site 
access from the field next to King’s Farm Shop at Nash Lee End. 

• The Wendover bypass was closed for three days to allow construction of a temporary access road 
from the A413 to the North Portal worksite for completion of the northern section of the Green 
Tunnel.   

• There were weekday overnight closures of the A413 to allow parapets to be installed on the Small 
Dean Viaduct, but due to supply chain issues this may now extend for a third week up to 7th March. 

• Progress on the Grove Farm Culvert tunnel has stalled due to ground conditions at the southern end. 
The ground has now been “stabilized” and the Tunnel Boring Machine modified which should allow 
the southern section to be completed in the next few weeks. 

 

Bucks Council activity 
• A review of predicted noise levels was held with Bucks Council Officers following our research into 

the impact of a change to HS2 train design which increases the residential impact higher than 
previously expected.  The Council think our proposal for a noise barrier at the North Portal is not 
justified, but we have briefed Mark Wild (HS2 CEO) on the outcome of their noise assessment 
processes and we will be following up with his Officers in March. 

 

Parish Council activity 
• Councillors Gallagher and Atwell met Mark Wild at a meeting organized by Greg Smith MP and 

discussed train noise, additional funding for St Mary’s Church noise insulation, and the “Wendover 
Link” landscaping proposal developed in response to the feedback from the November Public 
Meeting. 

• The Wendover Link proposal is being submitted to the Parish Council for consideration of adoption 
as part of the Wendover Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Public queries 
• Five public enquiries processed this month, including a report of flooding at Nash Lee Lane and 

enquiries about Ellesborough Road restoration  
 

23rd February ‘26 
 
MJSC 
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ITEM 9b – Wendover Youth Centre 
 
From Cllr Clive Gallagher – Chair of Wendover Parish Council.  
 
WPC have been concerned for some time about the governance at the Youth Centre as there have been a 
number of changes to Trustees and the Chair over recent months. We had asked to join the Trustee meeting 
scheduled for 23/2/2026, to understand the position and review the current financial situation, but this was 
cancelled on the day and we were advised that the Treasurer had tendered his resignation. WPC Chair met 
with the secretary of WYC to discuss the position and established that there is no immediate cash flow 
issues, but it is clear that the governance structure and financial management needs an overhaul. WPC Chair 
will meet with the outgoing Treasurer and in conjunction with Trustees has made arrangements with a firm 
of accountants to address immediate financial issues. The current annual grant should be approved, but not 
disbursed until we are happy that the governance and financial structures are suitable and that we have 
satisfied ourselves that WYC continues to provide value for money for the young people of Wendover, in 
both quality & quantity of its offering. 
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e. To review the Flagstone account statements  
F25/85 The report was reviewed and noted. It was further noted that it would be preferable to see the 

current interest rate 
 

f. To review the year end projections  
F25/86 The report was reviewed and noted and the discussion on budget under and overspends was 

referenced. It was felt that phased budgets would also help support overview of the budgets. 
 

g. To review the internal control checklist  
F25/87 The report was reviewed and noted. 

 
h. To receive an update on the LGPS pension fund deficit and cessation value  
F25/88 All discussion was deferred to item 8a 

 
 

1. OTHER MATTERS 
a. LGPS Pension 
F25/89 The proposal was noted and considered. It was noted that our options were not ideal and would 

have a significant impact on our money, which is public money. There is a Nov 2027 deadline when 
our deficit will be payable. 

F25/90 It was RESOLVED to enter into the suspension agreement and retain an option to place a member of 
staff into the scheme. 

F25/91 It was RESOLVED to reserve a final decision on this matter until at least the production of the 2025 
valuation of the LGPS to see how our liability has moved. 

F25/92 It was RESOLVED to write to the Buckinghamshire Pensions Administrator to explore what might be 
possible in terms of a Deferred Debt Agreement or Debt Spreading Agreement 

F25/93 It was RESOLVED to transfer £25,000 from the current year fund/general reserve to the LGPS 
Pension EMR. 

F25/94 It was RESOLVED to explore the legality of placing just one member of staff into the LGPS 
 

b. End of year reserve movements  
F25/95 The proposal was discussed, and it was noted that all of the movements would result in a general 

reserve that was far too low, creating a higher risk for the council that would be unacceptable in the 
long term. It was noted that the Transport Working Group reserve was no longer required as this was 
a minor grant. 

F25/96 It was RESOLVED to make the balancing payment for the skatepark and transfer £5900 from the 
general reserve to the skatepark EMR 

F25/97 It was RESOLVED to transfer £15,000 into the Hampden Pond EMR to support the works set out in 
the pond management plan 

F25/98 It was RESOLVED to transfer £10,000 into the equipment replacement fund EMR 
F25/99 It was noted that it had been resolved in F25/104 that £25,000 will be transferred into the LGPS EMR 
F25/100 It was RESOLVED that we should seek alternate sources of funding for strategic community land and 

not transfer the proposed £10k into a separate EMR at this time. This does not mean that we can’t 
make a future transfer to support this strategic aim. 
 

c. Interim internal audit 
F25/101 The internal audit recommendations and results were formally NOTED.  
F25/102 It was RESOLVED to agree our response to the recommendations and recommend the audit 

outcome to the full Parish Council  
 

d. Major Grants  
F25/103 The Finance Committee were updated on S137 expenditure and how it is a power of last resort. It 

was NOTED that our S137 expenditure limit for 2026/27 is £68,881 and our current budget will mean 
a maximum expenditure of £20,000 
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F25/85 Wendover Friends of Guiding -It was noted that this expenditure as for the replacement of the 
Guide Hut roof. The committee RESOLVED to approve a grant of £3000 under the power of the Local 
Government Act 1972 S137 

F25/86 St Mary’s Church – It was noted that this expenditure was to replace pipework to stop the toilet 
blocking and then replace the flooring. It was noted that this was a publicly used toilet being on the 
Ridgeway and supported the community events that were held in the church; it was not a facility for 
the exclusive use of the congregation. The committee RESOLVED to approve a grant of £1501.50 
under the power of the Local Government Act 1972 S137. 

F25/87 Wendover Junior FC – It was noted that the expenditure was to support the replacement equipment 
storage shed for the club. The committee RESOLVED to approve a grant of £5000 under the power of 
the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19 

F25/88 Wendover Memorial Hall – it was noted that this money would support the erection of a fence and 
clearance of the land along the side of the main hall. The committee RESOLVED to approve a grant of 
£5000 under the power of the Local Government Act 1972 S137 

 
a. Minor Grants  
F25/89 Halton Air Force Cadets - .It was noted that this expenditure was for a gazebo. There were questions 

on the benefits to Wendover as the cadets were based in Halton and it was noted that their cadets 
are largely from Wendover and they take part in Wendover events – including the remembrance 
parade. It was agreed that there needed to be clarification on our ability to support out of parish 
organisations as long as long as there is benefit to Wendover residents or the parish. The committee 
RESOLVED to approve a grant of £1000 under the power of the Local Government Act 1972 S137 

F25/90 Wendover Bowls Club – to part fund the purchase of a defib unit for the Bowls Club. It was noted 
the proximity of a public defib unit but it was agreed that given the numbers of players and their age 
profile having a unit on site would be more beneficial in an emergency. The committee RESOLVED to 
approve a grant of £819 under the power of the Local Government Act 1972 S137 

 
b. Standing Grants  
F25/91 Wendover Youth Centre - It was RESOLVED that the budget for the full grant request be allocated. 

However, the money is not to be drawn down until the Parish Council has completed current 
discussions on the governance of the Youth Club. The £7000 is being awarded under the power of 
The Local Government (Misc Provisions) Act 1976 s19 

F25/92 St Mary’s Churchyard Care Committee – It was RESOLVED to approve this grant under the power of 
The Local Government Act  1972, s.214(6) 

 
1. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

F25/93 None presented 
 
2. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA 

F25/94 The next meeting will be at 7:40pm on Tue 19th May 2026.  It was further noted that agenda items 
would need to be with the office by 12 noon on the 11th May 2026. 

 
3. CLOSURE OF MEETING 

F25/95 As all business was transacted the meeting was closed at: 20:45 
 

Signed by  

Chair to the Finance Committee      Date:   
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ITEM 10 a ii) – END OF YEAR EMR MOVEMENTS 
 

BROUGHT BY 

 

Finance Committee 

 

SUMMARY 

 

To consider our projected end of year position and recommend end of year reserve and budget movements for full 

Council to consider. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

DETAILS 

Introduction 
At the year end there is still some flexibility to make changes to EMRs by transferring funds from the general reserve 

(or vice versa) in line with the budgets and strategic priorities. 

 

Options 
 

Balancing payment for skatepark – already approved to come out of the general reserve was the additional money 

for skatepark costs. We currently have a negative EMR balance and a final payment to be made after snagging works 

have been completed. A transfer of £5900 will cover this 

 

PC25/064 ii). The additional skatepark project costs were considered for approval. It was RESOLVED to pay the 

additional cost of £5859.83 to come from budget line 9108 and leave this budget line over budget to 

come from the general reserve. 

a. End of year reserve movements  
F25/85 The proposal was discussed, and it was noted that all of the movements would result in a general 

reserve that was far too low, creating a higher risk for the council that would be unacceptable in the 
long term. It was noted that the Transport Working Group reserve was no longer required as this was 
a minor grant. 

F25/86 It was RESOLVED to make the balancing payment for the skatepark and transfer £5900 from the 
general reserve to the skatepark EMR 

F25/87 It was RESOLVED to transfer £15,000 into the Hampden Pond EMR to support the works set out in 
the pond management plan 

F25/88 It was RESOLVED to transfer £10,000 into the equipment replacement fund EMR 
F25/89 It was noted that it had been resolved in F25/104 that £25,000 will be transferred into the LGPS EMR 

It was RESOLVED that we should seek alternate sources of funding for strategic community land and not transfer the 

proposed £10k into a separate EMR at this time. This does not mean that we can’t make a future transfer to support 

this strategic aim. 
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Hampden pond fund - Amenities Committee have already resolved to propose building a reserve for works around 

Hampden Pond. This fund will help us complete projects in our pond management plan – this would be a £15k 

transfer this year. With similar amounts in future years. 

 

LGPS pension deficit – At the moment we are potentially liable for £199k payment to exit the fund. This is discussed 

in the previous paper. It would make sense to add another £25k to our reserves to continue to cover off this risk. 

 

Equipment replacement fund – It has already been highlighted in meetings that if any of our key assets break and 

are unrepairable, we are at risk of not being able to deliver. As Parish Councils can not depreciate assets it has been 

suggested that we put money into an EMR every year. A current suggested amount is £10k 

 

The net effect if we were to do all of these is as follows: 

 

 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Set out above 

 

LEGAL AND RISKS 

 

Our general reserve is at the lower end of expectations 

As our accounts are public this may impact negotiations on land if we have a specific fund 

This is a large amount of money that is not immediately being spent on public benefit. Residents may not agree with 

a decision to build funds with public money 

 

PROPOSAL  

 

To review the options and consider making each of the year end movements listed above 
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ITEM 10 a iii) – LGPS UPDATE 
 

BROUGHT BY 

 

Finance Committee 

 

SUMMARY 

 

To provide an update on the issues and risks posed by the LGPS pension deficit and consider the proposal for a 
way forward. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 17/2/26 

 
• WPC joined the Bucks LGPS in 1996. 
• The scheme operates to a set of National and Local rules, over which WPC had/has no influence or 

control. 
• We were in the Bucks County Council Scheme. 
• Until 2014, this operated as a “final salary scheme”.  
• Post 2014 it works as an “average salary scheme”. 
• Staff were allowed to transfer pension benefits in from other schemes. 
• In 2012 WPC made the decision to withdraw all new staff from the LGPS because it was too expensive. 
• Pension deficits became a feature post 2013. 
• 2020 Cessation report states that we have a deficit of £348k on a Full Cessation basis, ie. We exit the 

scheme in its entirety. Alternatively, it states we have a deficit of £73k on an Ongoing Cessation basis, 
ie. We continue to pay into the scheme and retain active staff members. 

• In 2021, having identified an issue WPC made the decision to actively build a reserve to help them deal 
with the deficit at £25k PA – current reserve £75k. 

• As of November 2024, our final staff member in the scheme left WPC, creating a situation where our 
position “crystallised”. 

• We were given revised valuations as at 31st March 2022, which confirm a deficit of £211k on a full 
cessation basis and £24k on an ongoing basis. 

1. OTHER MATTERS 
a. LGPS Pension 
F25/85 The proposal was noted and considered. It was noted that our options were not ideal and would 

have a significant impact on our money, which is public money. There is a Nov 2027 deadline when 
our deficit will be payable. 

F25/86 It was RESOLVED to enter into the suspension agreement and retain an option to place a member of 
staff into the scheme. 

F25/87 It was RESOLVED to reserve a final decision on this matter until at least the production of the 2025 
valuation of the LGPS to see how our liability has moved. 

F25/88 It was RESOLVED to write to the Buckinghamshire Pensions Administrator to explore what might be 
possible in terms of a Deferred Debt Agreement or Debt Spreading Agreement 

F25/89 It was RESOLVED to transfer £25,000 from the current year fund/general reserve to the LGPS 
Pension EMR. 

F25/90 It was RESOLVED to explore the legality of placing just one member of staff into the LGPS 
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• We were advised that we have 3 years to decide to either exit the scheme or put somebody new in, ie. 
effectively until 1/11/2027.  

• The Full Cessation Value was determined at £199k as at 1st November 2024. This figure will not change. 
• We have now been advised, because to date we have taken no action we need to formally enter into a 

“Suspension Notice”. This confirms our status and advises that we do not have to take any action until 
1st November 2027, but payment will be due at that date. They reserve the right to change this 
arrangement. 

 

DETAILS 

Options 
  
1. Do nothing and build the reserves to £200k, to enable payment in full by 1st November 2027. 
2. Seek deferred agreement for payment – Deferred Debt Agreement DDA of Debt Spreading Agreement DSA . 
3. A combination of 1 & 2, thereby utilising some or all the accumulated reserve and spreading payment of the 

residual exposure. 
4. Placing one or more staff into the LGPS thereby avoiding the need to pay the Cessation payment, but 

adding future pension obligations to WPC. 
 
Implications of those options 
  
This is a difficult situation, simplistically it looks like this: 
 

1. Pay the deficit from our reserves. We would need to find £125k over the next 2 years and fully use the 
£75k reserve we have built up. 

2. Pay the debt on a deferred basis. We will almost certainly have to use the £75k reserve we have built up 
and pay the balance of £125k over a realistic period ranging from 3-7 years. Cost to WPC per annum 
£18-40k + interest. 

3. Put all our staff into LGPS. Annual cost is £27k and creates a significant “Tail Risk” with multiple staff. 
This is not considered realistic. 

4. Put one staff member into LGPS. Annual cost is £8k and creates some “Tail Risk”. 
- With Options 3 & 4, we free up the existing £75k Pension Reserve which we can use for other activity.  
- We should also note that with Options 3 & 4 we are incurring an ongoing liability, so this will be a cost 

for the Council for the foreseeable future. Whilst over time the number of pensioners we have on the 
scheme is likely to reduce, this is obviously dependent on many factors. 

 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 

LEGAL AND RISKS 

 

- Depending on the option we select, there are different risks. 
- If we choose to settle the LGPS liability, either in full or with some form of deferred payment, we will be 

utilising half of one years precept. This could be challenged by Parishioners as to whether this is the 
best use of their Council tax, but if a sufficient amount of time (Deferment) was obtained this could 
make sense. 

- If we choose to place one or more staff into the LGPS to avert an immediate payment, we do 2 specific 
things: 

o We increase our immediate staff pension costs significantly. 
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o We create a new “tail” risk. This means that WPC has an ongoing pension liability for 
realistically 30 years. However, the important point to be aware of, this is not necessarily a 
deficit position. There is every possibility with the better management of the LGPS that we have 
seen in recent years that any shortfalls will be addressed as they arise and the cost impact to 
the Council is likely to be less significant, but we can’t guarantee this. 

 

PROPOSAL  

 
Wendover Parish Council the Finance Committee resolves to endorse the Finance Committee resolution to: 

- Enter into the Suspension Agreement to formalise the current position. And retain our option to place a 
member of staff in the scheme. 

- Write to the Buckinghamshire Pensions Administrator to explore what might be possible in terms of a 
DSA or DDA and the maximum term that might be possible and the interest rates applicable. 

- Add another £25k to the LGPS Reserve from the General Reserve to bring this up to £100k. 
- Further explore the legality of placing one member of staff into the LGPS. 
- Await production of the 2025 valuation of the LGPS to see how our liability has moved. 
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ITEM 10 a iv) – STANDING GRANTS 
 

BROUGHT BY 

 

Finance Committee 

 

SUMMARY 

 

To approve the standing grants recommended by the Finance Committee 

 

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 

 

 
 

DETAILS 

Introduction 
The grant requests from the Churchyard Care Committee and the Youth Centre were considered at the Finance 

Committee. These grants are beyond the power of the Finance Committee and covered need approval by full 

Council.  

 

Wendover Youth Centre 
There are concerns about the governance of the centre and we have been engaging in discussions to try and support 

the Youth Centre hence the decision that was made at the Finance Committee. 

 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

These grants have been budgeted for and can not be called upon until the next financial year (1st April)  

 

LEGAL AND RISKS 

 

This is public money and we have a duty to undertake due diligence checks before releasing these funds. The grant 

policy identifies these two standing grants as separate from the grants process. 

 

PROPOSAL  

 

To approve the recommendations of the finance committee; award the grant to the Churchyard and reserve the 

budget for the Youth Centre until after successful discussions on the governance of the centre. 

a. Standing Grants  
F25/85 Wendover Youth Centre - It was RESOLVED that the budget for the full grant request be allocated. 

However, the money is not to be drawn down until the Parish Council has completed current 
discussions on the governance of the Youth Club. The £7000 is being awarded under the power of 
The Local Government (Misc Provisions) Act 1976 s19 

F25/86 St Mary’s Churchyard Care Committee – It was RESOLVED to approve this grant under the power of 
The Local Government Act  1972, s.214(6) 
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WENDOVER PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 
17th February 2025 at 7.10pm 

Wendover Community Library, High Street, Wendover HP22 6JG 

 
Present: Councillors Ballantine, O’Donnell, Gallagher, Tipper and Worth  
Clerk & Minutes:  Andy Smith 
Chair: Councillor Ballantine 
 
Members of Public: 1 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

P25/147 Cllr Standen offered his apologies, and they were accepted by the committee. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
P25/148 None. 

 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

P25/149 None.   
 

4. MINUTES 
P25/150 The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 3rd February 2026 were RESOLVED as 

a true record and the Chair was to sign the minutes. 
 
5. FINANCE 

P25/151 The payments to consider as set out in the pack circulated to councillors before the meeting 
were discussed and payments totalling £5,931.19 were RESOLVED to be approved . 

 
6. PLANNING DECISIONS 

P25/152 The planning decisions as reported on the agenda of the meeting on 3rd February 2025 were 
noted. It was noted that any conditional permissions will be circulated with the agenda and 
minutes for reference. These conditions are available to view on the Buckinghamshire Council 
planning portal. 

 
6. CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDANCE 

P25/153 The Clerk updated the committee on the latest consultation on the Local Plan and Transport 
infrastructure consultation. 

 
7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

P25/154 PL/25/6409/VRC Hideaway Farm Wendover Road Stoke Mandeville Buckinghamshire HP22 
5TR 
Variation of condition 1 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 24/01900/ADP 
(Submission of details reserved matters for appearance, landscaping, layout and scale to 
outline planning permission 22/01071/AOP (Outline application (all matters reserved except 
access) for the erection of seven rural business units for E(g) (iii) (light industry) with 38 
parking spaces, access to be provided from Wendover Road) Condition 1: Details of the 
Appearance, landscaping, layout & scale;. 
It was RESOLVED to be neutral on this application. 
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P25/147 PL/25/6122/FA Wellwick Farm Ellesborough Road Wendover Buckinghamshire HP22 6ER 
New farm track to replace access to farmyard which has been severed by HS2  
It was RESOLVED to support this application. 

 
P25/148 PL/26/00437/VRC Blossom Cobblers Hill Wendover Buckinghamshire HP16 9PW 

Variation of conditions 2 (approved plans) and 3 (materials) attached to planning permission 
24/01405/APP (Householder application for demolition of rear conservatory. Erection of single 
storey link extension and garage conversion to habitable space with associated external 
works) to allow for updated materials, entrance relocation, and revised fenestration with 
associated internal and external alterations 
It was noted that this was an ambitious plan It was RESOLVED to support this application. 

 
P25/149 PL/25/4298/TP Brook House 2 Tring Road Wendover Buckinghamshire HP22 6NT 

Willow - remove rotten limb (20ft long). Pollard (5-6m) willow (Pollarding will involve about 13 
branches that appear to have been pollarded about 8 years ago. The are now about 15 - 20 
feet long), Ash - Remove one branch that is damaging roof of Brook House 
It was RESOLVED to support this application  
 

 
6. OTHER MATTERS 

a) HS2 
P25/150 A meeting with the CEO of HS2 and the MP Greg Smith was held last week and we lobbied 

around issues of noise and return of HS2 lands for community benefit. There is some work to 
be done to explain our position in a follow up letter 

 
b) CLOSURE OF RAF HALTON 

P25/151 It was noted that the Halton site has been identified for development in the local plan 
consultation. 

 
7. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA 

P25/152 The meeting of the 17th March 2026 at 7:10pm was noted.  
 
8. CLOSURE OF MEETING 

P25/153 As all business had been transacted the meeting was closed at 7.25pm. 
 
 
Signed by    
Chair to the Planning Committee      Date:  



 Wendover Parish Council Tuesday 3rd Mar 2026– Item 11a 

PARISH COUNCIL PACK PAGE 50  Click Here to return to agenda 

 

ITEM 11a TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP 
 

21st January 2026 

Parking  

CG confirmed, following a meeting with Councillor Strachan, that he will get an update once BC has completed its 

parking review. Following this, he will be working on developing a parking strategy for Wendover to cover the 

Witchell, Westongrove, Sweeneys, Library, Hale Lane, Bacombe Lane and Ridgeway. BB offered to help with the 

overall presentation.  

  

Hale Lane 

Advised to wait for the Wendover strategy before contacting BC further. HT will send all related correspondence 

to CG.  

  

CSW - Aylesbury Rd 

BB noted that it had been impossible to complete the online training as it has stopped working. She will contact 

Lee Turnham to find out what's happening and aim to start the training with local volunteers again. CG offered to 

do the training once the problems had been fixed.  

  

As noted before, there will be a separate meeting to discuss Ellesborough Road and Bacombe lane on 26th Jan. FT 

will chase the school campus team to arrange a meeting over the next few weeks. 
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ITEM 11c SUSTAINABILITY AND BIODIVERSITY GROUP 
 

SWG Meeting, 13th January 2026 

1. SMC and DS to arrange a meeting over the next few weeks to discuss a plan of action on ivy research and 

management 

2. FT to contact Wendover Society to request that the letter to the Barlow family is sent asap.  

3. FT to arrange a meeting with the football club to discuss their request for a space in the HS2 restoration area 

and ask the WPC Clerk for a map of current land ownership in that area.  

4. Wendover Society is making good progress on tree coppicing in Dobbins Lane with no current need for WPC 

support 

5. CLAW is considering the request to host 6 x beehives at the Wildbelt area and is consulting local schools to 

discuss whether the hives would impact school trips to the area.  

6. SW to contact u3a member re plant survey around Hampden pond 

7. FT to contact the Youth Club, local sports clubs, Guides and Scouts to find out the level of interest in being 

involved in citizen science projects.  

 

The next meeting will be arranged in April to discuss the results of the community asset surveys and next steps. 
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ITEM 12a – Response to Bucks Local Plan Sites Survey 
 

BROUGHT BY 

 
Chair 

 

SUMMARY  

 

To note the Local Plan sites survey currently being undertaken by Buckinghamshire Council. To consider the 

response from Wendover Parish Council and the proposed timing for further public engagement. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 

 

The Council previously submitted feedback to Buckinghamshire Council regarding the Local Plan, this detailed 

response can be found in full on the 7th October 2025 Full Council pack (item 12g). 

 

7 October 2025 

 

DETAILS 

 

Background 
The Bucks Local Plan is a significant development in planning strategy that incorporates the new national targets 

for house building. There is no doubt that these targets are challenging, current indications are that 95,000 new 

homes will be required over the next 20 years. The initial call for sites element of the plan was released 16th 

February 2026, and whilst Wendover does not have any significant development there are significant proposals 

for the surrounding areas which will impact us. 

Working Together 
We agreed in our October 2025 WPC meeting that there would be value to respond to the Local Plan as a group 

of Parish Councils which have independent needs and issues.  

We have already set in motion plans to work on a spatial cross parish boundaries plan, so we can develop our 

own vision for our villages. The aim will be to appropriately but robustly challenge the Local Plan and present a 

united plan that works for the local area, so that we can each retain our individual identities and not be 

subsumed into Aylesbury.  

It will be a consultant led, evidence-based plan which identifies the infrastructure required up front and includes 

technical and Landscape assessments, so that it is evidence based. 

The plan is to combine with Halton, Weston Turville and Aston Clinton to put the proposal to all our Parish 

Councils for endorsement. The initial meeting is scheduled for 9th March 2026. 

Information from Buckinghamshire Council 
The Local Plan for Buckinghamshire Council will set out a vision and framework for future growth in the county, 

showing where development can happen, and protect places where it needs to be carefully controlled. Once 

https://b33f84ec-e6a3-4a1c-a472-d593ebf9e0ad.filesusr.com/ugd/8c9a6e_67bdde26d89046d8bf01fc51d2be44a4.pdf
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adopted, the Local Plan will be a critical planning document that the Council will use to help decide planning 

applications and making other planning related decisions.  

It ensures there is enough of the right homes and workplaces, infrastructure, local facilities and services, 

transport, and sports and recreation, while protecting the environment and our rural county as much as 

possible.   

Without a Local Plan, development will still happen, but the council would have much less control over where 

and how it happens.   

Following the publication of the updated National Planning Policy Framework in December 2024, the 

Government announced that councils must commit within twelve weeks to new timetables for their Local Plans.   

Therefore, we have updated our Local Development Scheme (LDS) – which includes the timeline for developing 

the Local Plan. Following today’s approval from Cabinet this will now be implemented. 

Call for sites 

As part of the plan’s preparation, a ‘call for sites’ exercise took place. This call for sites helps us gather a fuller 

understanding of the land available for development within Buckinghamshire.  The current call for sites 

engagement exercise closed on 23 April 2025.  

 

The draft call for sites plan was released on 16th February 2026 and respondents have until 16th March 2026 to 

comment. 

 

Wendover Parish Council Initial Response 
 

Our response to the original consultation included the following (more detail can be found in the 7th October 
2025 Full Council pack (item 12g): 

Summary  

Wendover Parish Council are sympathetic to the national building targets and the need for more development 

in Buckinghamshire. We also recognise that practicalities mean that much of the development will happen 

outside the Wendover Parish. Our key concerns for the plan are: 

• The Process 

o The consultation seems to be skewed so that the bulk of the engagement happens after the 

final draft plan (pre submission) has been produced. 

o The plans reference a lot of external reports and documentation as the evidence base. Those 

documents are in various stages of completion. We feel that there is a value to producing an 

index of evidence complete with the reports in their current state. We feel that this will 

necessitate an extension to the current deadline.  

o The Local Plan should specifically consider headline learnings from other development that has 

occurred. In Wendover this would mean the management of the development of Princess Mary 

Gate, the creation of hostels, the creation and loss of older people’s accommodation. This 

should be a separate “evidence” report (see above) 

 

• The Proposal 

o Neighbourhood plans are glaringly absent from the drafts and the consultation 

o Wendover is probably not being developed to an extent other areas are. However, we do not 

want the “knock on” infrastructure needs from development around Wendover to be ignored. 
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The Local Plan needs to identify how Wendover’s infrastructure can be supportive of 

developments in the local area. 

o The “Aylesbury urban sprawl” risks completely removing the identity and character of 

Wendover and parishes local to us and we would like to see safeguards in the Local Plan  

 

Information on the Local Plan for Buckinghamshire Sites Survey 

It is noted that this is not a formal consultation and is a survey that gives the opportunity to comment on the 

sites identified by Buckinghamshire Council. The deadline for survey responses is 16th March 2026. 

More information and the interactive map can be found here - Local Plan for Buckinghamshire sites survey - 

Your Voice Bucks - Citizen Space 

This survey is site specific asking for comments on the specific sites that are found on the interactive map. The 

survey can be found in appendix a. 

Response to the call for sites element of the Local Plan 
 

The Councils overall position has not changed, but we do now have a clear indication of potential development 

sites in Wendover and Wendover Parish Council should emphasise the following two points: 

 

• Preventing coalescence is a priority for Wendover Parish Council. We are pleased to note that the 

development site between Halton Road and Marroway, on our border with Weston Turville is 

specifically stated as not suitable for development. We support this, but do not agree with proposals to 

develop land at Hideaway Farm, which is on our boundary with Stoke Mandeville. The Wendover 

Neighbourhood Plan, specifically sets out the Wendover Settlement Boundary and we do not agree or 

support any development in our Parish outside of this area. We remain concerned that even small 

developments outside the settlement boundary risk creating urban sprawl and with nothing to protect 

or differentiate our town from those immediately adjacent to us, or even more concerningly Aylesbury. 

• Wendover Parish Council firmly believe that the current infrastructure is not designed to support the 

current communities. Any infrastructure must therefore be designed for the future and implemented 

before development occurs. 

The Council is asked to consider sending the above response to Buckinghamshire Council. This response 

outlining the Councils position on preventing coalescence and the wider planning sites propped in the plan 

around Wendover would be sent to planningpolicyteam.bc@buckinghamshire.gov.uk. 

Local Plan Sites Survey Response 

The Council is asked to consider if they want to respond the survey about a specific site, see suggestion below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/planning/2aa4b313/
https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/planning/2aa4b313/
mailto:planningpolicyteam.bc@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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Site 7 (RAF Halton): 
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It has been previously discussed and noted by the Council that any large developments on RAF Halton land 

would negatively impact on Wendover and the infrastructure, schools, GP surgery and roads as an example.  

Therefore, it is suggested that the Council responds to the survey about this site, the office would send the 

response round to Council via email before submitting the response, the response would follow and include all 

previously mentioned considerations regarding the Local Plan and impacts on Wendover.  

Public Meeting 

We understand that the draft Local Plan is likely to be issued in July 2026, and we want to start planning for a 

public meeting where information can be shared with parishioners and their views obtained. 

Realistically a meeting will need to be held August / September, but this will be dependent on when the plan is 

shared with us. 

Public Engagement  

The office is working on a poster to highlight the survey to residents and encourage them to fill the survey out 

by the deadline date. This poster will be shared with local groups and businesses as well as this it will be posted 

on our website and social media accounts. 

The office is also in talks with Wendover Community Library to put a display of the maps in the library for 

residents to be able to view. 

 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• Costs of a public meeting and advertising costs, likely in July/August time will need to be approved by 
WPC. 

 

LEGAL AND RISKS 

 

• The Local Plan poses a big risk to Wendover if development occurs without feeding back on the impact 
on Wendover residents. 

• There are genuine concerns as to the risks to the provision of services and infrastructure across 
Wendover, if the impacts of wider developments are not considered at the outset. 

 

PROPOSAL  

 

• To approve submitting the feedback on the current stage of the local plan consultation as set out in 

this paper. 

• To authorise the office to respond to the survey regarding site reference 7 (RAF Halton) as set out in 

this paper. 

• To authorise the office to prepare for a public meeting to discuss the impacts of the Local Plan with 

residents and get their views. 

• To authorise the office and Chair to continue to engage with other local Parish Councils on submitting 

a combined response to the final draft of the local plan. 
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Appendix A – Local Plan Site Survey  
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ITEM 12b – Proposal for Development of Wendover Link 
 

BROUGHT BY 

 

Cllr Atwell, Wendover HS2 Mitigation Action Group 

 

SUMMARY  

 

To review the Proposal for Development of Wendover Link, developed from the HS2 Public Meeting held in 

November 2025, and consider supporting the paper and continued development of proposals for the land in line 

with community priorities.  

 

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 

 

• Wendover HS2 Mitigation Action Group work with Wendover Parish Council to minimise the impact and 
secure the best outcomes for the local community. 

• Wendover Parish Council and Wendover HS2 Mitigation Action Group convened a public meeting in 
November 2025 to engage with the local community and understand local views on ‘Wendover after 
HS2’ 

 

DETAILS 

Introduction 

The Proposal for Development of Wendover Link (Appendix A) has been developed following conversations with 

HS2 where it was requested that community feedback is presented for the future use of an area of land bound 

by the tunnel and A413 north of Ellesborough Road, known as the “Wendover Link”. Feedback from the public 

meeting has driven the development of proposals, and the Chiltern Society, (Ridgeway) National Trails, and 

Wendover Society have indicated their support for the proposed use of the land.  

The proposals presented are not final designs, rather a proposal to HS2 for consideration of community 

perspectives and aspirations in their final landscaping designs, currently being developed. 

The full document for the proposal was sent to the council via email.  
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

N/A at this stage 

 

LEGAL AND RISKS 

 

N/A at this stage 

 

PROPOSAL  

To resolve to support the Proposal for Development of Wendover Link and continued development of 

proposals for the land in line with community priorities. 
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Appendix A – Proposal for Development of Wendover Link 
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