WENDOVER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
17" February 2026 at 7:40pm

Wendover Community Library, Wendover HP22 6DU

Present: Councillors Coupland, Gallagher, Mackinlay, O’'Donnell, Tipper, Walsh and Worth
Clerk and Minutes: Andy Smith
Members of Public: 6

1. APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR
F25/85 It was RESOLVED to elect Councillor Coupland as Vice Chair of the committee

2. APOLOGIES
F25/86 Cllr Walsh

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
F25/87  Clir Worth expressed an interest as a trustee of the Memorial Hall and would not take part or vote in
any of the items relating to the hall.

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
F25/88 Members of the public spoke in turn to support their grant applications. There was representation
from the Friends of Guiding, St Mary’s Church, Wendover Junior FC, Wendover Memorial Hall, Air
Force Cadets, Bowls Club

5. MINUTES
F25/89  The minutes of the Finance Committee 18" November 2025 were RESOLVED as a true record and
signed by the Chair.

6. CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDANCE
F25/90 none

7. STATE OF THE FINANCE AND REPORTS
F25/91  The summary report was noted

a. Review of the I&E report, EMRs and balance sheet for Jan 2026
F25/92  The report was reviewed and noted

b. To review the over £1000 report and VAT reclaim for Oct-Dec 2025
F25/93  The report was reviewed and noted.

c. To review the bank reconciliations for Oct-Jan 2026
F25/94 The reconciliations reports were reviewed and noted.

d. To receive an update on project costs up to Jan 2026
F25/95 The report was reviewed and noted.



e. Toreview the Flagstone account statements
F25/96  The report was reviewed and noted. It was further noted that it would be preferable to see the
current interest rate

f. To review the year end projections
F25/97  The report was reviewed and noted and the discussion on budget under and overspends was
referenced. It was felt that phased budgets would also help support overview of the budgets.

g. Toreview the internal control checklist
F25/98  The report was reviewed and noted.

h. To receive an update on the LGPS pension fund deficit and cessation value
F25/99  All discussion was deferred to item 8a

OTHER MATTERS

a. LGPS Pension

F25/100 The proposal was noted and considered. It was noted that our options were not ideal and would
have a significant impact on our money, which is public money. There is a Nov 2027 deadline when
our deficit will be payable.

F25/101 It was RESOLVED to enter into the suspension agreement and retain an option to place a member of
staff into the scheme.

F25/102 It was RESOLVED to reserve a final decision on this matter until at least the production of the 2025
valuation of the LGPS to see how our liability has moved.

F25/103 It was RESOLVED to write to the Buckinghamshire Pensions Administrator to explore what might be
possible in terms of a Deferred Debt Agreement or Debt Spreading Agreement

F25/104 It was RESOLVED to transfer £25,000 from the current year fund/general reserve to the LGPS
Pension EMR.

F25/105 It was RESOLVED to explore the legality of placing just one member of staff into the LGPS

b. End of year reserve movements

F25/106 The proposal was discussed, and it was noted that all of the movements would result in a general
reserve that was far too low, creating a higher risk for the council that would be unacceptable in the
long term. It was noted that the Transport Working Group reserve was no longer required as this was
a minor grant.

F25/107 It was RESOLVED to make the balancing payment for the skatepark and transfer £5900 from the
general reserve to the skatepark EMR

F25/108 It was RESOLVED to transfer £15,000 into the Hampden Pond EMR to support the works set out in
the pond management plan

F25/109 It was RESOLVED to transfer £10,000 into the equipment replacement fund EMR

F25/110 It was noted that it had been resolved in F25/104 that £25,000 will be transferred into the LGPS EMR

F25/111 It was RESOLVED that we should seek alternate sources of funding for strategic community land and
not transfer the proposed £10k into a separate EMR at this time. This does not mean that we can’t
make a future transfer to support this strategic aim.

c. Interim internal audit

F25/112 The internal audit recommendations and results were formally NOTED.

F25/113 It was RESOLVED to agree our response to the recommendations and recommend the audit
outcome to the full Parish Council

d. Major Grants

F25/114 The Finance Committee were updated on 5137 expenditure and how it is a power of last resort. It
was NOTED that our S137 expenditure limit for 2026/27 is £68,881 and our current budget will mean
a maximum expenditure of £20,000
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F25/115

F25/116

F25/117

F25/118

Wendover Friends of Guiding -It was noted that this expenditure as for the replacement of the
Guide Hut roof. The committee RESOLVED to approve a grant of £3000 under the power of the Local
Government Act 1972 S137

St Mary’s Church — It was noted that this expenditure was to replace pipework to stop the toilet
blocking and then replace the flooring. It was noted that this was a publicly used toilet being on the
Ridgeway and supported the community events that were held in the church; it was not a facility for
the exclusive use of the congregation. The committee RESOLVED to approve a grant of £1501.50
under the power of the Local Government Act 1972 S137.

Wendover Junior FC — It was noted that the expenditure was to support the replacement equipment
storage shed for the club. The committee RESOLVED to approve a grant of £5000 under the power of
the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19

Wendover Memorial Hall — it was noted that this money would support the erection of a fence and
clearance of the land along the side of the main hall. The committee RESOLVED to approve a grant of
£5000 under the power of the Local Government Act 1972 S137

e. Minor Grants

F25/119

F25/120

Halton Air Force Cadets - .It was noted that this expenditure was for a gazebo. There were questions
on the benefits to Wendover as the cadets were based in Halton and it was noted that their cadets
are largely from Wendover and they take part in Wendover events — including the remembrance
parade. It was agreed that there needed to be clarification on our ability to support out of parish
organisations as long as long as there is benefit to Wendover residents or the parish. The committee
RESOLVED to approve a grant of £1000 under the power of the Local Government Act 1972 S137
Wendover Bowls Club — to part fund the purchase of a defib unit for the Bowls Club. It was noted
the proximity of a public defib unit but it was agreed that given the numbers of players and their age
profile having a unit on site would be more beneficial in an emergency. The committee RESOLVED to
approve a grant of £819 under the power of the Local Government Act 1972 S137

f. Standing Grants

F25/121

F25/122

Wendover Youth Centre - It was RESOLVED that the budget for the full grant request be allocated.
However, the money is not to be drawn down until the Parish Council has completed current
discussions on the governance of the Youth Club. The £7000 is being awarded under the power of
The Local Government (Misc Provisions) Act 1976 s19

St Mary’s Churchyard Care Committee — It was RESOLVED to approve this grant under the power of
The Local Government Act 1972, s.214(6)

9. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

F25/123

None presented

10. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA

F25/124

The next meeting will be at 7:40pm on Tue 19" May 2026. It was further noted that agenda items
would need to be with the office by 12 noon on the 11" May 2026.

11. CLOSURE OF MEETING

F25/125 As all business was transacted the meeting was closed at: 20:45
Signed by atthen Coupland
Chair to the Finance Committee Date: 19" May 2026
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