
 
WENDOVER PARISH COUNCIL 

Address: The Clock Tower, High Street, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP22 6DU 

Tel: 01296 623056  Email: clerk@wendover-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

AMENITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 

Tuesday 16th December 2025 at 7:40pm 
Wendover Community Library, High Street, Wendover HP22 6DU 

Committee Membership: Councillors Stephen Worth, Mark Standen, Jennifer Ballantine, Diane Washington, Leigh 
Porter, Heather Thornton, Tom Walsh, George Atwell, Bob Mackinlay and Clive Gallagher. 
To all Committee Members: 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO ATTEND THE ABOVE-MENTIONED MEETING, WHEN IT IS PROPOSED THAT THE 
BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED SHALL BE AS SET OUT BELOW. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND. MEMBERS WISHING TO ATTEND MUST CONTACT 
THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE MEETING.  
 

AGENDA 

 
 

1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
         To consider any apologies for absence received. 
   

2) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
In accordance with Sections 30(3) and 235(2) of the Localism Act 2011 and the Wendover 
Parish Council Code of Conduct.   

 
3) MINUTES – page 3 

          To confirm the minutes of the meeting of 21st October 2025. 
 

4) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
A maximum of 3 minutes per speaker will be allowed. 
 

5) FINANCE 
To consider the list of payments. 
 

6) UPDATE REPORT FROM THE CLERK – page 6 
To receive an update on correspondence and actions from the Clerk. 

 
7) OPEN SPACES AND HAMPDEN POND 

 
a) Annual Playpark Inspection Report – page 7 

To note the annual playpark inspection report and receive an update.  
 
             b) Tree Safety Report – page 9 

To note the tree safety report. 
 

c) Ashbrook Recreation Ground Footpath – page 10 
    To consider the quote for the footpath in Ashbrook Recreation Ground. 

  
8) OTHER MATTERS 

 
a)  Memorial Bench Request – page 12 

mailto:clerk@wendover-pc.gov.uk


 
 
     To consider the request for a memorial bench in Witchell Meadow. 
  
             b)  War Memorial Repairs – page 15 
          To note the current works on the war memorial and consider approving the expenditure required to  

     rectify the issues. 
 
      9)   ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
 
     10)   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next scheduled meeting of the Amenities Committee is 20th January 2026. 
 
    11)  CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 

 

Signed by Andy Smith  
Clerk and Finance Officer        Date: 11th December 2025
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 WENDOVER PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting 
21st October 2025 at 7:40pm 

Wendover Community Library, High Street, Wendover HP22 6DU 

Present: Councillors Worth (Chair), Washington, Ballantine, Gallagher, Porter, Mackinlay and Atwell. 
Clerk & Minutes: Andy Smith  
Members of Public: 1 
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

A25.061 Apologies were received and ACCEPTED from Cllrs Standen and Thornton. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

A25.062 None. 

MINUTES 

A25.063  The minutes of the meeting of 16th September 2025 as amended were RESOLVED as a 

true record to be signed by the Chair. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
A25.064 None. 

FINANCE 

Payments to consider 

A25.065 The payments to consider totalling £3,857.67 were RESOLVED and signed. 

Amenities budget request 2026/27 

A25.066 It was noted that Amenities have not included some bigger requests with the ambition of 

achieving key strategic objectives and that it is the role of Amenities to request an 

ambitious budget to make Wendover better. It was then the role of Finance and Full 

Council to edit that budget 

A25.067 It was RESOLVED to amend the current proposal so that Amenities Committee members 

can provide additional requests for projects in line with our strategic priorities to the 

Finance Committee.  

A25.068 The budget request as amended was RESOLVED  

 

UPDATE REPORT FROM THE CLERK 

A25.069 The report was noted. The War Memorial repairs were discussed. It was NOTED that the 

Committee agreed in principle with approving the repairs to go ahead for the total of 

£2150 + VAT with JS Stonemasonry as the repairs were needed to be completed urgently 

and that formal approval will come to the next meeting for formal approval  
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OPEN SPACES AND HAMPDEN POND 

Skatepark street furniture and trees 

A25.070 It was noted that the location of the trees will be sufficiently far away from the skate 

park, and that the tree types were selected based on being able to thrive in the 

Ashbrook soil and conditions. It was further noted that the cost of the bin seemed 

expensive.  

 

A25.071 It was RESOLVED to accept the proposal on the basis that the office will circulate prices 

for litter bins to demonstrate that this particular bin is value for money.  

 

Climate Action Wendover Planting Proposal 

A25.072 It was noted that our open spaces should remain open. It was felt the location of the 

trees need much greater consideration. The proposal was amended so that the money 

would be made available on the condition that the Estates and Grounds Team suggested 

conditions in the paper are adhered to. The proposal as amended was RESOLVED to 

award £357.55 funded from EMR 364 under the powers in the 1906 Open Spaces Act 

1906 s 10 

 

OTHER MATTERS 

Streetlight Maintenance   

A25.073  It RESOLVED to amend the policy to a clear simple statement that we do not install 

shields.  

A25.074  The policy as amended was RESOLVED. 

 

Streetlight Column Replacement  

A25.075  The committee found it difficult to justify the costs to replace one light post and 

requested further information. It was RESOLVED that further information was required. 

 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

PL/25/3325/FA Boswells Farm Hogtrough Lane Wendover Buckinghamshire HP22 6PJ 

Proposed new access drive (retention of temporary access approved under 19/03583/APP), gates 
and landscaping   
A25.076 It was RESOLVED to make a comment that if access was no longer via Hogtrough Lane 

Buckinghamshire Council should still maintain Hogtrough Lane up until the allotments, 

the condition of this road has significantly deteriorated since new access to Boswells 

Farm was created. 

A25.076 It was RESOLVED to approve the application. 

 

PL/25/4266/KA The Grange Aylesbury Road Wendover Buckinghamshire HP22 6JQ  
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T3: Reduce lateral spread of large Sycamore by 1-2m ( over footpath ) and reduce two major limbs 

in height by 1-2 meters. T2: Reduce lateral spread of Sycamore by 1-2 metres. T1: Removal to 

ground level of Cypress. T6: Reduce Cypress by approximately 2-3 meters in height and trim side 

foliage all around. T7/T8: Removal to ground level of 2x Cedar. T9: Removal to ground level of 

diseased Box Elder.  

A25.076 It was noted that there was not enough information provided to be certain the ceders 

that were being removed were diseased. It was RESOLVED to remain neutral on this 

application. 

 
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

A25.058       None presented but it was noted that Committee were invited to submit budget 

requests to the Finance Committee. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

A25.059  The next scheduled meeting of the Amenities Committee is 16 December 2025. All items 

for the agenda to the office by Mon 8th December 2025 

CLOSURE OF MEETING 

A25.060 As all business was transacted the meeting was closed at 8.48pm. 

Signed by  

Chair to the Amenities Committee      Date:  
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ITEM 6 – CLERKS REPORT 
 

Estates Work Update  

The Council have been sent an update via email from the Senior Estates and Grounds Person regarding works 

they have completed over the last few months. This includes bulb planting, hedge clearances and tree works.  

 

Wendover PROW 

The office received the reports for WENDOVER PRoW WEST and EAST, this was shared with the Council in an 

email. 

 

Christmas Celebration Event 

On Saturday 29th November the Council held their Christmas Celebration Event on the Manor Waste, this 

year’s beneficiary was Little Acorns Kindergarten, they were very happy and appreciative, once the office 

gets the full amount raised, we will share it with the Council.  

 

There were 13 local businesses/charities at the event and 3 local food and drink vendors, we received good 

feedback from stall holders as well as positive feedback from the High Street shops who stayed open late.  

 

Bucks Radio hosted the event for a 3rd year. We had the cast from A Vote for Father Christmas perform as 

well as Wendover Choral Society, these performances were well received. 

 

Competition winners –  

Window competition – Bread and Brew (6-month ad campaign on Bucks Radio) 

Decoration competition –  

2-4 years - Zayden from Little Acorns Kindergarten (£25 voucher) 

6+ - Sylvie from Wendover CE Junior School 

 

Thank you to Cllrs Worth and Washington for volunteering on the night, and thanks to our event support 

King and Kieran for volunteering and helping with the car park marshalling.  

 

The Events Working Group will be discussing the event in detail and will look into things like the stage 

running order, road closures etc for next year, we took pictures of the Manor Waste directly after the lights 

went on and counted the number of cars using the Sweeneys car park during the event.  

 

Wendover Society Information Board/Map 

The office assisted Wendover Society in getting quotes for the install of the new information board/map for 

the Manor Waste. The board is now ready to be delivered and is being delivered to the company who are 

installing it, the hope is that it is installed in January.   
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ITEM 7a – Annual Playpark Inspection Report 
 

BROUGHT BY 

 
Amenities Committee  
 

SUMMARY  

 
To note the annual playpark inspection report and receive an update. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 

 
N/A 
 

DETAILS 

 
The playpark inspection took place on 12/09/2025. The full inspection report was sent to the Council via 
email, please see the overall summary below in appendix a.  
 
The Estates and Events Manager and the Estates and Grounds Team are reviewing the report, and 
completing works that we can with the equipment we have. The office is gathering quotes for the remedial 
works, starting with the red categories.  
 
Updates –  
 

• Ashbrook Playpark Intolerable Risk (grab rail loose), this has been fixed/resolved.  

• Ashbrook Group Seat Swing Substantial Risk (device/chain needed), we’ve been informed that this 
manufacturer doesn’t produce a chain for this swing, but we have a copy of the product information 
so the team can monitor the item and identify risks.   

• Hampden Meadow Substantial Risk (trip issues in swing impact area), the whole area has been 
resurfaced and resolved. 

 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• There will be a large financial considertion for the works needed at the playparks.  
 

LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

 

• Wendover Parish Council has the responsibility to ensure the safety of the residents using the park.  
 

PROPOSAL  

 
To resolve to: 

• Note the playpark inspection report. 
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Appendix A – Annual Playpark Inspection Report Summary 
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ITEM 7b – Tree Safety Report 
 

BROUGHT BY 

 
Amenities Committee 
 

SUMMARY  

 
To note the tree safety report. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 

 
At the Amenities Committee meeting on the 16th September it was RESOLVED to: 
 
Tree Safety Inspection 

A25.046     It was RESOLVED to approve bringing the tree safety inspection forward to 25/26. 
A25.047     It was RESOLVED to authorise the office to book the inspection for 25/26. 
 

DETAILS 

 
The report was sent to the Council via email, the main areas of concern are Hampden Pond, with regards to 
Ash Dieback which the Estates and Grounds Team highlighted previously.  
 
The Estates Team will be going through the report and will be focussing on the cat 2 issues, we will be 
gathering quotes for the works needed, the section of the pond highlighted on the report and plans adjacent 
to Hampden Meadow needs substantial works due to Ash Dieback therefore it will be a big change to the 
landscape of the pond, we want to replace the trees as soon as we can, and replace them with substantial 
sized trees. 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• In the end of year forecast the Clerk has accounted for the fact that we will have to spend money on 
H&S tree works. 

 

LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

 

• Wendover Parish Council has the responsibility to ensure the safety of the residents in their open 
spaces.  

 

PROPOSAL  

 
To resolve to: 

• Note the tree safety report.  
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ITEM 7c – Ashbrook Recreation Ground Footpath  
 

BROUGHT BY 

 
Amenities Committee 
  

SUMMARY  

 
To consider the quote for the footpath in Ashbrook Recreation Ground. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 

 
The path from the fitness area to the Skatepark in Ashbrook Recreation Ground was taken out of the plans to 
make savings so we could complete the project.  
 

DETAILS 

 
A couple of weeks ago a Wendover based construction company came into the office to introduce 
themselves and explained they do a lot of work for local Parish Councils as well as this they do work for 
Balfour Beatty who have the Highways contract at Bucks Council. In this quick conversation he 
mentioned that they do “social value” projects and can in some cases offer free work, especially as 
they are based in Wendover.  
  
Stef and I met with them following this and showed them 2 jobs which we thought were applicable/need 
doing, the path at the bottom of Hampden Meadow which is cracked and failing in some sections and 
the path from the fitness area to the Skatepark which was taken off the original plan so we could 
complete the Skatepark project.  
  
They have been in contact and have informed us that they are willing to do the Skatepark footpath as a 
social value project, free of charge, as well as this they are happy to provide some free stone for the top 
entrance of Ashbrook where the Estates Team sometimes drive in as in the autumn/winter months it 
gets muddy. 
 
This company have completed footpaths for Chalfont St Giles Parish Council (pictures below). They have also 
completed two large footpaths for Stoke Poges Parish Council. 
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Quote details – 

 
 
The path will continue from the original path that ends after the fitness area, to the Skatepark, on the left 
handside of the skatepark sign.  
 
The company have said the below in response to their social value projects: 
With regards to our social value would it be possible to have a write up in the monthly newsletter, as well as 
raising it at community board so Bucks are made aware, we will show them the article in the newsletter and 
try get it circulated with the Highways department. 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• This would be a considerable saving for the Council as this path is something that the Council would 
beed to complete in the future for accessibilty in Ashbrook Recreation Ground.  

 

LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

 

• The Council needs to have a written agreement of good and services provided from the contractor. 

• The footpath would need to be inspected once completed for H&S considerations.   

• Providing these goods and services for free will not guarantee future contracts for the contractor, 
quotes will be considered for future jobs following the financial regulations.  

 

PROPOSAL  

 
To resolve to: 

• Waive the financial regulations requiring three quotes. 

• Approve the quote and award the contractor the works as quoted.   
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ITEM 8a – Memorial Bench Request 
 

BROUGHT BY 

 
Amenities Committee 
 

SUMMARY  

 
To consider the request for a memorial bench in Witchell Meadow. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 

 
Memorial Benches and Tree Policy 
 

DETAILS 

 
The office recived the memorial bench request seen in the below appendix A, the proposed location has 
been considered by the Estates and Grounds Team and we have advised Wendover Cricket club and there 
are no objections.  
 
Location (Witchell Meadow) – 
 

  
 
It will be facing up the field to towards the pavilion, it will be in line with the tree at the end of the stream 
from Witchell pond.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wendover-pc.gov.uk/_files/ugd/d53ac8_cac856d6400243f2991d41f10c6eebcb.pdf
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For continuity the applicant has been made aware of type of bench the Council are currently using when 
replacing or installing new benches, they are made of recycled plastic, see picture below: 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• The total amount for the bench, mating, anchoring set and plaque will be invoiced to the applicant 
once it has been installed. 

 

LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

 
N/A 

 

PROPOSAL  

 
To resolve to: 

• Accept the request for the memorial bench and authorise the office to place the relevant orders.  
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Appendix A – Memorial Request (redacted)  
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ITEM 8b – War Memorial Repairs 
 

BROUGHT BY 

 
Office 
 

SUMMARY  

 
To note the current works on the war memorial and consider approving the expenditure required to 
rectify the issues. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 

 

Amenities – 21st October 2025 
 
UPDATE REPORT FROM THE CLERK 

A25.069 The report was noted. The War Memorial repairs were discussed. It was NOTED 
that the Committee agreed in principle with approving the repairs to go ahead for 
the total of £2150 + VAT with JS Stonemasonry as the repairs were needed to be 
completed urgently and that formal approval will come to the next meeting for 
formal approval  

 

DETAILS 

Introduction  
As already reported there were issues with the war memorial which on first reporting sounded 
significant. 
 
The cleaning company hired to clean the memorial reported issues with the lantern which could 
have been significant. We got in touch with a war memorial recommended stonemason to 
undertake further analysis and work that needed to be done. 
 
The situation was not as dangerous as first reported. The stonemason identified that the key issue 
was in the chemicals in the grouting. (probably Portland cement and the grouting had been done 
some significant years previous) This was now causing issues with reactions with the stone and not 
being porous was causing deterioration around the joins. 
 
A broken finial was metal pinned and resin bonded back to the lantern. The rest of the lantern had 
old grout dug out and was re grouted with a lime putty mixed with Portland stone dust to match in. 
There were some additional cracks repaired with pins and resin. This made good the immediate 
repair work required, and he deemed it safe to remove all protections.  
 
We are now awaiting a report from the stonemason on actions we can take to preserve the life of 
the current memorial – again within the war memorials guidelines. It seems the chemicals in the 
grout that affected the lantern are affecting the shaft so it will probably be recommended that we 
dig out and re-grout the shaft. There will probably be a recommendation to apply a shelter coat to 
preserve life too. I am happy to forward that report when we receive it. 
 
He highlighted an additional issue with the shaft (above the grouting issue) in that it had spent a long 
period of time with carbon deposits on it, possible from the railway. You can see the face of the 
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shaft that is in the direction of the prevailing wind is smoother than the other faces as the rain would 
have washed off more of the carbon deposits on that side.   
 
We have a video file of the lantern issue that he made which can be distributed to Councillors 
 
Over cleaning of the memorial did come up in our discussions with the Buckinghamshire Council 
heritage team but it was noted that this was not the cause of this particular issue –we do need to 
note and take on board advice on overcleaning for the future. 
 

Costs 
Final Costs of project undertaken by the recommended contractor 
 
Scaffolding £1,105 ex VAT 
Remedial stonework as stated in the introduction £2,150 ex VAT 
Sub Total - £3,255 ex VAT 
VAT £651 

TOTAL £3906.00 
 

Further Work 
We have asked the stonemason to identify future works to prevent further degradation of the 
memorial and will report back to Amenities when we get that for consideration. The inspection is 
scheduled for the week commencing 12th January 2026 with a report to follow. 
 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 
As discussed above 
 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS AND SUMMARY OF RISKS 

 
The War Memorials Trust need to be kept updated along with the Buckinghamshire Council heritage 
team to ensure all works conform to best practice and do not need permissions. 
This work has been carried out before final sign off at a formal meeting, however, not repairing 
could lead to permanent damage of the memorial and cause injury to anyone passing if it failed. 
 

PROPOSAL  

Amenities Committee resolves to: 

• Waive the need for 3 quotations based on the specialist nature of the work, the urgency, 

and the recommendation of the company by the team at Buckinghamshire Council 

• To approve the award of the work to JS Stonemasonry Ltd and the total cost of the works of 

£3,906 inc VAT 

 


