Chairman’s message:

Dear All,

Our primary concern over
the last few months,
which will continue to be
highlighted for some
time, is the impact of
HS2.

Wendover Parish Council
has responded strongly
against the Government’s
proposals for a preferred
route that runs through
Wendover, following a
review of the available
reports with a vote to
oppose the HS2 proposal
and to support the local
groups for the benefit of
the community.

As they stand the
proposals could
substantially change our
vibrant community and
local economy.
Wendover is a tourist
destination, but with the
loss of Areas of
Outstanding Natural
Beauty, walks and quiet
areas, the tourists will not
come, in turn affecting
local business. While
Wendover has largely
survived the recession
the town will suffer
economically through
lack of business and
housing blight.

A further concern is the
proposed Exceptional
Hardship Scheme, this is
an interim scheme and
will last just until the route

Is confirmed, after which
the compensation
scheme is unknown. It is
intended to help people
by providing
compensation for those
with a pressing need to
sell their properties.
While we recognised the
importance of introducing
such a scheme, it was
felt that the proposed
scheme is too restrictive,
imposing hardship on the
local community. At its
meeting on 4 May, WPC
decided to submit an
alternative proposal that
would support the
property market at un-
blighted levels and
include all properties
affected by the proposed
route.

The new Government
has extended the
scheme to 17June. | urge
everyone to respond to
this, even if you believe
you are not directly
affected, as the results of
this scheme will impact
the community as a
whole. More details can
be found in the Clock
Tower.

On the lighter and
brighter side of our
activities Wendover
Parish Council has won
the prestigious award for
Much Improved Council
of 2010. It was a long,
hard journey but having
this recognised is the

icing on the

cake.

During our Annual Parish
meeting | reported on the
past year of Council
activity and also some
projects for the coming
year. Dr Loosemore gave
us an excellent
presentation on Olympics
2008, comparing them to
London 2012—clearly
these will be very
different in flavour !

On 22 May we were
pleased to welcome our
French friends from Liffré
Many thanks go to John
Hampden School for
providing the Morris and
Maypole dancing.

Finally, please welcome
Jill Bottomley and David
Maisey, new staff in the
Tourist Centre. Jill
created the lovely Easter
flower display for the
window while David ran
the London marathon in
an amazing time raising
hundreds of pounds for
the Chilterns MS Centre.
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