
Wendover Parish Council
Chair: Cllr Mrs Sue Toft-Hunt

14 th April 2010



} Welcome and introductions
} Wendover Parish Council report 

– Cllr Sue Toft-Hunt
§ Update on WPC work
§ Parish Q&A

} Olympics – a personal view 
– Dr Mike Loosemore

} Refreshments and meet the Councillors



} The local issues - updates
§ HS2
§ Parking
§ Toilets and parking charges
§ Dobbins Lane verges

} Community planning
} Recreations 
} Communications
} Events
} Tourism 
} Who’s Who and who we work with



} Biggest issue for Wendover
} WPC opposes the route as proposed and is concerned about the 

impact it could have on the community
} Potential to change our community fundamentally,  it’s not just 

about house prices and inconvenience
} WPC will consider a response on the Exceptional Hardship 

Scheme
} WPC hopes to be a consulted on the main route and issue
} Essential that the opposition is coordinated as too big for any 

single organisation
} WPC will provide a voice for Wendover community and offer 

support and facilitation to other organisations in the fight on 
behalf of the residents

} No powers to act otherwise, therefore limited ability to fund
} Public meeting 21 st April, Memorial Hall



} WPC is involved and concerned, but not in 
control – so limited information

} BCC è Street parking – WPC took part in the 
consultation.  Progressing now with BCC 
towards a public consultation on latest 
proposals

} AVDC è Car parks. WPC Chair had a meeting 
with AVDC summer 09,  and AVDC are 
working on the options.  WPC await response.



} AVDC budget proposals 
§ To  minimise the Council tax increases for 2010,
§ Announced after WPC had set own budgets

} Toilets. 
§ To cease funding the Wendover toilets, forcing WPC to 

pick up the costs if they are to be retained
§ Would have had major impact on the Wendover 

budgets
§ After strong representations AVDC agreed to defer the 

hand-over and to do some refurbishment first
§ WPC will work with AVDC to ensure adequate 

refurbishment 
§ WPC can now plan the budgets for 2011-12



} Parking charges 
§ Proposal to increase parking charges in the 

library car park
§ WPC objected strongly to the loss of the free first 

hour.  
§ Impact on local businesses if reduction in 

shoppers ‘just popping in’
§ Result – the first hour will remain free although 

other charges will rise



} Autumn 2008 BCC highways mistakenly 
tarmac’d over the green strips between the 
trees

} This area is registered Common Land and is 
protected

} WPC protested and met with BCC
} BCC held a local survey in Jan and Feb 2010, 

options proposed
§ Leave as is, apply for permission 
§ Re-instate the verges

} Results and BCC decision are awaited 



} Essential for a council to connect with the community to 
understand objectives and priorities 

} WPC set up a public meeting as the kick-off for the Market Town 
Initiative (Healthcheck)

} The community leads this, WPC is part of it (working members, 
funds and facilitation)

} Covers all aspects of the community: 
§ Economy, Transport & Access, Environment, Social & Community
§ Assesses facts to determine strengths and what is needed for 

improvements
§ Public consultations at regular points

} Powerful process :  Results will be used to set priorities of all 
local councils
§ Funds are directed where there is clear community input

} Using the early consultations WPC have already won some 
additional grant funding from BCC
§ Adult gym equipment



} Skate Park 
§ Very popular but graffiti and litter is constant 

problem
§ Safe access track installed with safety notices
§ Crossing contract now awarded to complete the 

access to complete the dropped kerbs
§ Half-pipe moved from Ashbrook
§ The BMX track is ready to go in to complete the 

park (starts next week)
§ More equipment as budgets allow



} Ashbrook facilities
§ Adult gym has been extended 
§ Some issues with the fixings being sorted
§ A traditional play grid will be painted in where the 

half-pipe has come out

} Looking for matched funds / grants in order 
to extend the facilities for recreation for all 
ages 



} Memorial Wood
§ Partnered with Iain Rennie
§ Wendover fallen will be recognised in own area and 

separate page in Remembrance book
§ Concern about impact of the HS2 

} War Memorial
§ Names are eroding on the listed monument
§ Plaques will be placed round the plinth 

to preserve the names



} 39 allotments at Parish Piece now 1yr old and 
a small waiting list



} Communications group working well 
} Quarterly newsletter delivered to (nearly) all 

homes
§ If you realise you’ve been left out then let us know 

so we can review and manage this better

} Councillor surgeries 
§ Parish, District and County Councillors are available 

to have 1-1 discussions
§ Next surgery:17 th April, 10am – 1pm at the Library 

Room



} Markets
§ Regular Charter markets – Thursday 
§ Local produce markets – 3 rd Saturday
§ Charity markets
§ Continental markets – trial in 2009

– 2 in 2010
} Manor Waste entertainment in summer
} Anglo-French fete : 22 nd May
} Xmas lights switch-on and Carols round the tree

§ In coordination with the Chamber of Trade
§ Combined event 1 st Dec 2010

} Fun in the Park : 28 th August
§ Helped by RAF
§ Profit provided charity donations
§ Bigger and better in 2010



} WPC continues to fund the Tourist and 
Community Information Centre (TIC)

} For residents:
§ Local info about the community, support to find the 

right bit of the Council hierarchy to help
§ Tourism info for the whole of UK is available.  If they 

don’t have it they’ll find it for you
} For visitors

§ Guides to local attractions and events
§ Accommodation and restaurants
§ Maps and local books
§ New range of sweets – all natural flavours



} 13 Councillors
§ Sue Toft-Hunt – Chair
§ Stephen Worth – Vice Chair
§ Jennifer Ballantine
§ Emma Carroll
§ Sheelagh Hoffman
§ Paul McPartlan *
§ Alan Myers
§ Peter Robinson *
§ Karen Saunders 
§ Cheryl Stamper
§ Joel Stevens 
§ Gary Thorne *
§ 1 vacancy

} Clerk 
§ Fiona Lippmann
§ Liz Dowell - Deputy

} Groundsmen
§ Andy Dunn
§ Tony Addison

} Tourist Information Officers
§ Peter Stride
§ Jill Bottomley*
§ David Maisey*

} Recent departures
§ Ian Gosling – 16 years service
§ Lorraine Lawson

•Councillors are al l  volunteers g iving t heir t ime and t alents t o help t he 
community
•Most o f  our councillors and staf f  are here t oday – look f or our badges 
and g ive us your views 

•Remember Ian Topliss - St Mary’s Church, Wednesday 21 April @ 11.30

* Joined in last 12 months



} Aim to strengthen links to the community, keep in touch 
and keep informed

} WPC has representatives on most of the major bodies 
working for Wendover

} Council has a voice but also listens and supports
§ Market Town Initiative (Healthcheck)
§ Wendover Trust
§ Memorial Hall
§ School Governors
§ Parish Church
§ Chamber of Trade
§ Twinning association
§ NAG – police liaison
§ WAG (community car)
§ Youth Centre 
§ ... and others



Any questions?


